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1. Introduction 

This report incorporates the findings of the Liskeard Neighbourhood Plan ‘A Place to 
Relax and Enjoy’ (Open Space And Leisure) Working Group, along with material from the 
evidence base and the most recent (April 2016) versions of the Cornwall Local Plan and 
other documents, along with recommendations to the NP Steering Group as to appropriate 
objectives and outline polices that would make up a deliverable and well supported 
sustainable development strategy for the protection and enhancement of open spaces and 
community facilities in Liskeard to 2030. 

Task
Each Working Group was given a brief by the Steering Group. The Brief for the ‘A Place to 
Relax and Enjoy’ (Open Space And Leisure) Working Group was to: Develop options to 
support a sustainable development strategy for the protection and enhancement of open 
spaces and community facilities. The full brief for the work is given as Appendix ‘A’. The group 
was asked to look at two distinct parts to this theme for consideration:

Green Spaces

• Formal – Parks, gardens and places to meet and relax, as well as play areas, 
particularly for very young children

• Informal – protection and enhancement of immediate countryside and access to 
it including the towns link with the World Heritage Mining Site (Cornwall Local Plan 
objective) making use of quiet lanes, cycle routes and footpaths.

Leisure facilities

• Cinema, bowling, restaurant, museum, library, clubs, indoor soft-play for children 

• Sport – leisure centre, sports pitches

In summary the areas for research were identified as being: 

• What do we know? 

• What role can neighbourhood planning have?

• What do we have to find out? – what do we already have in place? (Liskeard TC 
policy and audit/Local Plan)

• How do NPPF and Local Plan affect the process?

• How can green spaces and relevant infrastructure be protected, enhanced or 
created?

• How is it financed? What sources of grants exist?

• Who owns/manages/maintains formal green spaces within the town?

• What design standards should be applied to facilities and infrastructure?

• How can the Neighbourhood Plan influence the provision of property-based/
commercial leisure facilities such as leisure centres/sports pitches/cinema/bowling/
children’s soft-play/cultural centres?

• What opportunities will arise from potential devolution of Cornwall Council site/
services?
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Sustainable Development
Our over-riding purpose is to deliver sustainable development. Sustainable 
development means making sure we grow and develop in a way that’s safe and fair for 
future generations. To get the best long-term outcome our housing strategy must follow the 
guiding principles of sustainable development, which are:

•	 Living within the planet’s environmental limits – protect and enhance our natural and 
man-made environment, and respond to climate change.

•	 Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society – meet present and future needs for the 
housing, work and services that support the wellbeing of all our community.

•	 Achieving a sustainable economy – support actions that build prosperity for all and use 
resources wisely.

•	 Promoting good governance – make sure that all are involved in creating the 
Neighbourhood Plan

The National Planning Policy Framework says that at its heart ‘is a presumption in favour of 
sustainable development, which should be seen as a golden thread running through both 
plan-making and decision-taking’.

The NPPF explains that when making plans, local planning authorities must seek opportunities 
to meet ‘objectively assessed’ local development needs, with sufficient flexibility to adapt to 
rapid change, unless any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably 
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the NPPF, or be against specific 
policies in this NPPF which indicate development should be restricted.

For decision-taking the ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’  means 
approving development proposals that accord with the development plan without 
delay; and where the development plan is absent, silent or relevant policies are out-of-
date, granting permission unless any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and 
demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the NPPF, or 
be against specific policies in this NPPF which indicate development should be restricted. 
(NPPF14) The Cornwall Local Plan and The Liskeard Neighbourhood Plan will provide the 
context to make such decisions in future. 

Figure 1 Westbourne Gardens Figure 2 Trevillis Park open space
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Process
Creation of this report involved reviewing the findings of the community engagement of 
Summer 2015, summarized in the report by Prof Lynne Butel at Plymouth University, followed 
by a period of evidence gathering and researching a range of issues that might influence the 
open space and leisure strategy of the NP. These included a leisure facilities audit, a walking 
and cycling audit, and an open space audit. Following that a series of meetings were held 
to process the evidence and define the outline of a strategy, using various basic strategy 
building   techniques.  A stakeholder session with local walkers and cyclists was also held, 
aimed at discovering the views of experienced users of such facilities.  

Definitions
This strategy uses the definitions of Open Space as set out in ‘Open Space Strategy for Larger 
Towns in Cornwall, Cornwall Council, 2014’ that Open Space is ‘land that is in some form of 
public ownership and is regularly available for recreational or sporting use by the community. 
This includes beaches, woodland & wetlands, school playing fields, private sports clubs, 
allotments and graveyards, as well as parks and gardens and amenity land.’ Leisure is taken 
to mean indoor and outdoor activities for recreation, cultural, and artistic pleasure. 

Figure 3 The local nature reserve at Old Road provides a publicly 
accessible natural open space, albeit in a small area.

Figure 4 Carnclaze Close play area Figure 5 Pengover allotments
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2. Summary of evidence

Key evidence is set out in policy documentation at national, county and local level. The 
Neighbourhood Plan must accord with national policy and local plan polices. Other policy 
documents cited add weight and evidence to these strategic requirements.

National policy
Key Evidence - National Planning Policy Framework 2012

The National Planning Policy Framework, section 11 – ‘Conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment’ - looks at protecting valued landscapes, areas of tranquility, and impact of light 
pollution: section 8 Promoting healthy communities considers the importance of access to 
high quality open spaces and the protection of existing open space, sports and recreational 
buildings and land). 

With regard to Local green space NPPF Para 76 says that Local communities through local 
and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify for special protection green areas of 
particular importance to them. By designating land as Local Green Space local communities 
will be able to rule out new development other than in very special circumstances.

Local policies
Key Evidence - Caradon Local Plan, 2007
Caradon Local Plan First alteration – August 2007 (First alteration 2013) Until a Local Plan 
for Cornwall is prepared the statutory development plan for the Caradon District at 31st 
March 2009 remains the Caradon Local Plan First Alteration (adopted in August 2007) . This 
contains a combination of policies that were adopted in August 2007 including a housing 
chapter, employment land allocations and retail policies; and “saved” policies from the local 
plan that were adopted in December 1999. Due to the weight of saved policies, material 
considerations (particularly national and regional planning guidance that has emerged 
since December 1999) are likely to have significant weight in decisions where saved policies 
are used. The weight will vary with the degree to which the Policy is still relevant in terms of 
evidence and National Policy. 

Saved policies -  EV6: Open Areas of Local Significance in Towns & Villages CL 9 protection of 
AGLV to North & LISK 5 Bay Tree Hill improvements) 

ALT 15 Open Recreation – St Cleer Road. This saved policy states “Approximately 8.8 hectares 
of land adjacent to St Cleer Road and identified on the Proposals Map is allocated for open 
recreational use. Land use will comprise playing fields, play areas, public open space, and 
ancillary buildings such as changing rooms.”

The following policies are retained as part of the new Local Plan (below):

• CL8 – Landscape of County Importance – which identifies the boundary of the Area of 
Great Landscape Value

• CL9 – Areas of Great Landscape Value – which sets the policy for development within the 
AGLV

• LISK5 – Bay Tree Hill Improvements – which provides for improvements to Bay Tree Hill

• LISK7 – Educational Reserve – which reserves land off Callington Road for educational 



8

Liskeard Open Space and Leisure strategy, 2016

purposes. 

Key Evidence - Draft Cornwall Local Plan 2010 -2030 [Proposed submission (March 2014) 
Schedule of Focused Changes (September 2014) and Schedule of Further Significant 
Changes (January 2016) Combined document, January 2016]

Key relevant policies include:

• PP15 – 1(d): ‘retention and enhancement of heritage assets with physical linkages 
between Liskeard and the Cornwall and Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site’ ; 

• Objective 5 – improve and maintain lei-sure facilities; 

• Policy 17 - Health and wellbeing; 

• Policy 22 – landscape value; 

• Policy 23 – Natural environment – respecting landscape character, dark skies & tranquility 
and ref to AGLV’s; 

• Policy 24 – looks at conserving and enhancing heritage assets and their settings, including 
historic landscapes & World Heritage Sites;

• Policy 25 – green infrastructure; 

• Policy 27 – Transport and accessibility – includes info on sustainable & safe cycle and 
pedestrian routes as well as public transport)

Key Evidence - Green Infrastructure Strategy for Cornwall, Cornwall Council 2012
This document sets out a strategic framework and plan to guide the future planning and 
delivery of green infrastructure (GI) in Cornwall. It provides a strategy to focus on tow main 
areas:

• Where new housing and employment growth is likely to be delivered through allocation 
of housing growth and distribution options, as set out in the Core Strategy (now the Local 
Plan)

• On a catchment level to increase the ability of natural systems to function more 
effectively

The strategy requires policies to see how GI can address health and well-being; economy, 
education; climate change and environmental quality.  The strategy will map GI and show 
where new requirements lie. In addition a focus will be directed towards improving the quality 
or accessibility of existing green infrastructure assets.

Key Evidence - Open Space strategy for larger towns in Cornwall, Cornwall Council July 2014
This study shows the open space definitions used in planing in Cornwall plus an assessment 
of open space provision and proposed requirements.  We found particular weakness in 
Cornwall Council’s Open Space strategy for larger towns in Cornwall July 2014 as it had 
wrongly identified some open space as public space. In addition, it identified a very small 
Local Area for Play (with a single toddler slide) as the play provision for the whole western 
neighbourhood in the town. 

Key Evidence – Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site 
Management Plan 2013 and SPD (Draft 2016), Cornwall Council
The UNESCO recognised World Heritage Site has a Management Plan 2005-10 that sets out 
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the approach to planning the conservation of the universal value of the WHS1. Alongside 
the Management Plan is the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage 
Site, Supplementary Planning Document, Consultation Draft, February 2016 which Cornwall 
Council has published to assist in making planning decisions related to conserving the WHS, its 
setting and context.

Key Evidence – Liskeard Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Plan 
Consultation Draft, Cornwall Council, 2012
The Liskeard Conservation Area Character Appraisal & Management Plan (consultation draft) 
2012 acknowledges the towns unique topography, historic buildings and attractive setting in 
its surrounding landscape. It recommends tree-planting to further enhance the centre, and 
improvement to the Bay Tree Hill area.

Key Evidence – Connecting Cornwall 2030, Implementation Plan, Cornwall Council, 2014
Connecting Cornwall 2030 is the third Local Transport Plan for Cornwall and sets out a 20 year 
transport vision aimed at supporting economic prosperity and more sustainable travel with 
less reliance on the private car. The outcome is intended to be a vibrant, accessible and safe 
town environment with strong links to other communities in Cornwall and beyond. 

The lead agency is CC. The strategy identifies £1.5million for implementing town-wide walking 
and cycling networks, to encourage modal shift & healthy active lifestyles, and £0.661million 
for a junction improvement at Island Shop to prevent queuing back on the A38, in it’s 
Implementation Plan 2015 to 2019.

Key Evidence – Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy, Cornwall Council (Draft 2016)
The Infrastructure Act 2015 requires the Secretary of State to create a Cycling and Walking 
Strategy. The draft Strategy for 2016 sets a 2040 ambition to: 

• Double cycling, where cycling activity is measured as the estimated total number of 
bicycle stages made each year, from 0.8 billion stages in 2013 to 1.6 billion stages in 2025; 

• Reverse the decline in walking activity, measured as the total number of walking stages 
per person per year;

• Reduce the rate of cyclists killed or seriously injured on England’s roads, measured as the 
number of fatalities and serious injuries per billion miles cycled, each year; 

• Increase the percentage of children aged 5 to 10 that usually walk to school

The Strategy says that local bodies are best placed to determine local solutions to local 
transport issues. Therefore, it says that the government will issue guidelines on the preparation 
of Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs) and support the production of 
LCWIPs in areas with significant potential for high levels of cycling and walking. Cornwall 
Council, in responding positively to the draft Strategy, has supported the concept of LCWIPs.

Key Evidence – Bodmin Moor Dark Sky Park Initiative
Cornwall Council has been working in collaboration with the Caradon Observatory and 
wants to make a bid to the International Dark Sky Association to have Bodmin Moor 
recognised as an International Dark Sky Park.

A consultation was held between 4 April and 2 May 2016 on whether or not the proposal 
should proceed. Cornwall Council is currently considering the feedback received.

1 http://www.cornish-mining.org.uk/pdf/downloads.htm
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A Dark Sky Park is an area of land that is recognised as having an exceptional or distinguished 
quality of starry nights and a nocturnal environment that is protected for its scientific, natural, 
educational, cultural heritage, and/or public enjoyment. 

Within and on the boundaries of such Parks, steps to reduce light pollution, such as Installing 
lights that point down not up, turning lights off when not needed, using automatic timers and 
only lighting where necessary, are encouraged.

As well as helping to protect the night sky from light pollution, Dark Sky designation provides 
a focus for awareness and learning about the stars and solar systems, bring health and bio-
diversity benefits, and provide an opportunity for local tourism.

Recent light readings show the quality of the night sky over Bodmin Moor is amongst the best 
in the world.

The current proposal is for the core area to follow the designated Bodmin Moor Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) boundary, with a 2 mile buffer area around this in 
which good lighting practice would be encouraged and where communities would also be 
expected to reap some of the benefits. That 2 mile buffer includes the northern part of the 
Liskeard Neighbourhood Plan area.

Key Evidence – Liskeard Transport Strategy, Cornwall Council, 2012
Cornwall Council has developed a Liskeard Transport Strategy traffic model to identify 
transport issues arising from the housing and employment growth proposed in Cornwall Local 
Plan, and the transport measures that will be required to mitigate the impacts. [Planning 
Future Cornwall, Infrastructure Planning: Town Framework Evidence Base Paper, 20122]

The CC Strategy says that ‘Liskeard’s highway network does not suffer from significant levels of 
congestion’, has a highway infrastructure ‘sufficient to accommodate the predicted growth’ 
and a ‘good interurban bus and main line rail links which will see further improvements to 
2030’, so other than the A38 junction improvement mentioned above, focuses mainly on 
increasing the level of trips made by sustainable modes. With 25% of households with no 
car, opportunities for improved cycle and pedestrian links and crossing points have been 
identified which will help connect new housing developments to the town. 

Key Evidence - Liskeard Town Council Open Space Audit & Policy, 2014
This document recognises the towns attractive and popular green hinterland & 
supports recreation that can be accessed by all members of the community, whilst also 
acknowledging Liskeard’s close link & proximity to the WHS at Caradon and is keen to protect 

2 https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/3641202/Infrastructure-Planning-Town-Overview-v5-Dec-2011.pdf

Figure 6 Cornwall dark skies, Natural England
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and enhance the physical link between the two. Following on from the Open Space audit, 
on 21st January 2014 the Town Council adopted the policy: “to protect  and enhance the 
character and accessibility of the natural green spaces around the boundary of the town, 
accessed via green corridors and quiet lanes, which would also fulfil the objective of the 
Cornwall Local Plan to maintain the physical link  between Liskeard and the world mining 
heritage site at Minions”.           

Key Evidence - Liskeard Town Framework, Cornwall Council (Draft) 2011/12
One of the primary aims in this document is to ‘improve local walking and cycling links 
at Morrisons roundabout and throughout the town’. In addition, the Green Infrastructure 
Strategy advises protection and enhancement of green corridors such as Lake Lane and 
disused Caradon Hill railway line.

Key Evidence - Planning Future Cornwall – Growth Factors: Liskeard & Looe Community 
Network Area, Version 2, 2013
This examination of the Community Network Area says that ‘studies are required on the 
Liskeard & Looe town streetscape, links to World Heritage site, conservation areas, historic 
landscape character re- views, highway heritage assets and Cornish character’.

Key Evidence - Liskeard & Looe Historic Environment Data Sheets, Cornwall Council 2011
This include comments on Liskeard’s setting ‘on its hilltop overlooking wide tranches of 
landscape as an important characteristic’ and mentions missing evidence, threats and 
proposed projects e.g. ‘threats to landscape setting and development on skyline around 
the outer limits’. It points out that the underlying structure of the area remains medieval or 
earlier. This paper emphasised that the area beyond the urban areas and Bodmin Moor are 
understudied and that an historic landscape characterisation study is required (which has not 
been carried out to date) which would provide a detailed assessment of the heritage assets 
and setting of the rural hinterland to the town.

Key Evidence - Liskeard Community Strategic Plan, Liskeard Town Council, 2008
This locally created strategy highlighted issues around safe cycling and walking, protection 
and enhancement of green spaces, a desire to connect the town to World Heritage sites and 
promote this as part of Liskeard’s identity to enhance economic prosperity. Also, similarly to 
our recent NP consultation the community had a strong wish for better family entertainment 
and leisure activities.

Key Evidence - Cornwall & Scilly Urban Survey Project, Liskeard, 20053

This project by the Cornwall & Scilly Urban Survey (2002-2005), a partnership project, provides 
a comprehensive set of data, reports and mapping intended to describe the distinctive 
quality and character of Liskeard’s historic environment so that it can be used to achieve 
successful and sustainable regeneration. 

It identifies key ‘character-based principles for regeneration’ in Liskeard: 

•	 Respect for the fundamental importance of Liskeard’s natural setting and topography. 

•	 Recognition of the quality and particular distinctiveness of Liskeard’s historic 
environment. 

•	 Commitment to achieving comparable quality and character in new buildings and 
evolving townscapes. 

•	 Promoting a continuing diversity of functions and activities in the town. 

3 http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/csus/towns/liskeard/liskeard.htm
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•	 Respect for the different Character Areas within the town and a commitment to 
acknowledging and reinforcing the urban hierarchy and diversity they represent. 

It also provides prescriptions for each of the character areas within the town, which can be 
used as a starting point for developing proposals to support and manage regeneration in 
Liskeard.

Key Evidence - Liskeard Action Plan 2002, WS Atkins
Identified Liskeard’s potential as a cycle network hub and highlights the town’s connection 
with the old Liskeard and Caradon railway, with St Cleer and the wider Caradon Mining World 
Heritage Site.

Key Evidence - Other Guidance 
• CPRE’s Guide to Quiet Lanes, 2003  

• Open space strategies: best practice guidance, CABE 2009  

• Sports facility need assessment, Sport England, 2014

• Sport, Recreation & Open Space Issues Paper, Cornwall Council, January 2012

Key Evidence – Liskeard Open Space Audit 2015
The Neighbourhood Plan Open Spaces and Leisure Working Group audited (through site 
visits) 44 open spaces within Liskeard town area (i.e. within the limits of the built up area, there 
being no public accessible spaces except public rights of way, outside the town limits). We 
used the Green Flag Award4  quality system as a basis for our appraisal. 

We have  around 37 ha. total open space (excluding civic spaces i.e. hard paved squares). 
Cornwall Council’s Open Space Strategy for Larger Towns, July 2014 suggests we should have 
40 sq m/ person so in 2010.  This total includes space not accessible to the public. Tables 
below shows Open Space Audit results and requirements with planned growth. 
Table 1 Open space audit results
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Table 2 Open space existing, planned and required 2010-2030

Year Persons Dwellings Persons 
per 
dwelling

total 
OS 
m2/
person

total OS 
m2/ new 
dwelling

OS 
standard 
 ha.

OS total 
ha.

OS required 
to meet 
standard

2010 Existing 9,415 4220 2.2 40 ~ 37.66 37.84 0.18
2010-
2030

Additional 
(min.)

3,220 1400 2.3 44 ~ 14.17 52.01 13.50

2010-
2016

committed 
development 
OS*

16.14

2030 Future 
additions

3220 1400 2.3 44 51.83 53.98 rolling 
programme 
as required 
to make up 
difference

*Existing population based on 2011 baseline census5.
**OS already committed in new development, 2016 (ALT 15 Roundbury Park; Addington, Tencreek) 16.14ha

There is around 16 ha of open space (sport and natural space) that has limited access to the 
public or can only be used through private hire leaving only 22 ha of publicly accessible open 
space. This public accessible amount of open space is 3 ha below the level recommended 
by the Cornwall Council Open Space strategy which requires 42 sq m/person. i.e. 39 ha total. 
We have high amounts of natural green space though this largely has poor access. We have 
a low provision of allotments (some are in private ownership) and no community orchards. 
The main shortfall in current provision is in just over 1 ha of park and amenity space and in 
public use outdoor sport (around 1 ha). In addition, current open space land at Addington 
allocated LISK7 as a new primary school site at Martins Park will reduce public accessible 
open space by 0.95ha when it becomes operational and will require compensatory 
accessible open space provision elsewhere. 

Private spaces contribute to openness and biodiversity and provide sport and recreation for 
their users. These include approximately: 

• 7 ha of schools  

• 5 ha. private paddocks and limited access woods  

• 5 ha limited access sports grounds

In addition there is around 0.3 ha temporary green space at both Clemo Road and 
Heathlands industrial estates but earmarked for employment use. 

There is also a small community garden at Liskerret Community Centre. The A38 is bounded 
on embankment and cuttings by woodland belts which provide green corridors in narrow 
bands through the town.
Table 3 Open spaces in Liskeard
Ref Name Size ha.
1 Old Rd Nature Reserve 0.4
2 Hillfort school 1.18
3 Lanchard Woods 2.47
4 Pound Dean play area 0.08

5 http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/data-and-research/data-by-topic/population/town-populations
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Ref Name Size ha.
5 New Road paddocks 3.89
6 Thorn Park 0.47
7 Westbourne Gds 0.42
8 Varley Ln bowling grn 0.29
9 Lanchard Cemetery 0.7
10 Rapsons rec 0.33
11 Trevillis Pk OS/Station Rd 0.08
12 Trevillis Pk OS - N 0.1
13 Trevillis Pk OS - S 0.18
14 Sungirt woods 2.95
15 Pound St bench 0.01
16 Smiths Cottages 0.03
17 Castle Pk 2.65
18 Castle St OS 0.11
19 St Martins Churchyard 1.37
20 Pengover Park OS 0.05
21 St Martins School 0.76
22 Plymouth Rd woodland 0.59
23 Charter Way/Tencreek woodland 4.08
24 Boveway Lane (Maudlin Farm)/Carthew Close OS 0.59
25 Charter Way/ Catchfrench Cresc woodland 1.31
26 Carnclaze Close 0.03
27 Hanson Rd OS 0.04
28 Kilmar Rd OS 0.03
29 Pengover Rd allotments 0.4
30 Clemo Rd tempy OS 0.34
31 Liskeard School & Comm Coll 4.88
32 Luxstowe Parc Sports field private 3.64
33 Luxstowe Tennis courts 0.14
34 Culverland Play area 0.06
35 Wrey Ave OS 0.19
36 Trevecca Cemetery 0.45
37 Culverland Rd rugby practice pitch 1.25
38 Eastern Ave OS 0.09
39 Catchfrench Cresc OS 0.05
40 Jago Close OS 0.03
41 Dennis Rd/Courtney Rd OS 0.15
10AA Rapsons MUGA 0.2
42 The Parade and Dean Street civic spaces 0.01
43 Quaker Cemetery, Trevecca 0.13
44 Dungarth Rd allotments 0.03
45 Addington temporary OS (allocated for primary school) 0.95

total 37.84ha.

When looking at quality of open space, we found that whilst our open spaces scored 
reasonably on maintenance and access (other than for disabled), that they were poor in 
provision of cultural heritage, interpretation and education, or adequate responsiveness to 
the needs of people in terms of signage, seating, interest, or other elements that would make 
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Figure 7 Some open spaces and countryside in and around Liskeard
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them attractive. In an age of increasing obesity and mental health problems, this low quality 
indication suggests our open spaces are failing to provide basic levels of service that might 
contribute to reducing pressure of other services such as health and education. 

The best quality spaces audited were: Varley Lane bowling green (private club); Old Road 
Nature Reserve, Liskerret Community Garden, and Carnclaze Close play area. Worst were 
Kilmar Road open space and Charter Way woodland. 

Our town being developed over a number of old lanes and greenways retains these green 
links weaving behind now built up areas. Narrow lanes like Lanchard, Sungirt Lane and 
Boveway (Maudlin Farm) and Lake Lane form an important backbone of ancient pedestrian 
routes. In more recent times other old public footpaths have been built over and around, 
with routes over the A38 severed by the road and new housing estates being built without 
interconnecting pedestrian routes. It is important to retain good footpath links to allow 
walking and cycling and promote non-vehicular movements especially to local facilities like 
shops, schools and parks. It is also a key aim to improve the network of these links and provide 
a far more robust network that will promote walking and cycling for functional and leisure 
trips. Our audit identified places where cycle improvements to roads would be of benefit 
and where there are gaps in the walking and cycling network, most notably in being able to 
circumambulate the town easily within the countryside collar that surrounds it. A peripheral 
trail around the town would provide this, with high quality surfaces, stiles and road crossings 
that prioritise pedestrians. 

Key Evidence - Leisure Facility Audit 2015
The Neighbourhood Plan Open Spaces and Leisure Working Group also audited leisure 
facilities in the town. Our key leisure facilities is Lux Park Leisure Centre, a publicly owned 
leisure facility run by a franchise. This provides sports and fitness facilities in the form of a 
swimming pool, sports hall, fitness suite, indoor bowls hall, aerobiking facility and dance 
studio. There is a multi-purpose/function room and a cafe. Also the centre has an astro turf all 
weather pitch and a sports hall which are shared with Liskeard School & Community College. 
The centre averages just under 30,000 visits a month of these the pool averages about 12,000 
visits a month and the fitness suite between 3,500 to 4,000 visits a month. The centre is used by 
all age ranges and runs school holiday kids clubs, walking groups and fitness campaigns for 
over 50s. 

Within the centre sports include swimming, squash, badminton, netball, basket ball, indoor 
cricket, 5 aside football and martial arts. On Wednesday and Saturday morning it is used for 
soft play for babies and young children. The centre is the home to Caradon Cobras swim 
club and ladies and men’s indoor bowls clubs. 

The Liskeard and District Sports Association (LDSA) was founded in the early seventies and the 
building, opened in 1973, was funded entirely by public donations. The LDSA runs the facilities 
on the site next to Lux Park Leisure Centre. The land for the LDSA building and for all the other 
clubs on the site was donated by various benefactors and is currently leased. 

The town has 5 main hirable venues for performance and live music entertainment: Liskerret 
Community Centre, Public Hall, Methodist Church, .St Martins Church Hall, St Martins Church 
and Liskeard School & Community College. All are not entirely suitable for all forms of 
entertainment and the building stock is old and not attractive to quality use. The town has 5 
pubs and a hotel with function room which provide some live entertainment, some regularly 
and some occasionally. 

The town has a small slot machine/ amusements shop in Market Street. 

For cultural leisure the town has a museum with local interest items along with the Tourist 
Information Centre. 
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In Varley Lane, Liskeard Bowling Club manage the impeccably looked after outdoor at green 
bowls facility. 

Key Evidence - Community Engagement Survey 2014, Feedback

A community survey was carried out for the whole Neighbourhood Plan between April and 
October 2014. 600 or so responses were received. Total responses on open space and leisure 
were varied but can be categorised into eight broad topic themes as follows:  

A place to relax and enjoy
Two thirds of respondents selected this as one of their top four priorities. There was a 
considerable consensus that Liskeard has beautiful green spaces in town and that the 
green environment around the town should be preserved and, if possible, made more 
accessible and more attractive. Local walks, cycle trails, heritage trails, links to St Cleer, 
Minions and the moors, to Lanhydrock through the Glyn Valley and down to Looe, there 
was considerable support for the need to identify ways of developing these existing, 
widely appreciated resources. This was linked to the housing question, as people wanted 
to keep the green spaces and agricultural land around the town, to avoid linking up with 
other settlements and to keep the green parks in the town itself. If housing must be built, 
respondents said it was important to ensure green spaces were included in the plans and, 
more importantly, that the developers delivered as promised. This was first and foremost 
for residents but also it was recognised that the parks and walking, cycling and heritage 
activities would attract tourists.  

Some changes were suggested. The local parks were criticised as having poor facilities 
for children, and no baby swings. They are considered unsafe by some, as they are in 
secluded places and some have problems of litter and vandalism. 

Lux Park Leisure centre was criticised as being too expensive and too geared up to 
adults, not children and families. Some more substantial developments were proposed, a 
cinema and bowling alley, an indoor soft play facility, perhaps a family friendly restaurant 
or pub to ensure Liskeard does not ‘die at night’ as one respondent claimed. This section 
in particular was the focus for considerable concern amongst many people of all ages, 
about the lack of facilities for children and young people. 

For young and old better security and more affordable activities in the evening were 
suggested. It was widely recognised that attracting these kinds of investments would 
be difficult. If there was thought to be a market for these sorts of facilities, the businesses 
would possibly already be here.

Getting Around 
Question 10 asked respondents to comment on how to use the road network more 
effectively, how to make cycling and walking safer and easier and also asked to 
comment on public transport. The local bus services received the most criticism with 
respondents claiming that the services were infrequent, unreliable, and in some cases 
unavailable, especially in the outlying villages but also on some town estates. The 
evening and early morning services to Plymouth, Bodmin and Callington were also 
criticised. There was considerable support for the provision of better cycling routes and 
also for bike racks in town. Better safely for cyclists and pedestrians was supported; wider 
pavements, lower speed limits and one- way roads, were also proposed. The railway was 
widely supported as a huge asset to the town. Many people did not think that transport 
was an issue. 



18

Liskeard Open Space and Leisure strategy, 2016

Figure 8 Stakeholder consultation 17/4/2015

Figure 9 ideas for Barras St/Dean St/Windsor Place 
junction

Figure 10 Potential for a new Roundbury 
Park on St Cleer Road with sports pitches, play 
facilities and cycle hub

Key Evidence – Stakeholder Consultation
We held a consultation exhibition to gather responses to initial ideas on walking and cycling 
in particular as we felt this was a topic that was of special interest to many groups and 
individuals. This was held in the Public Hall refreshment room on 23 April 2015. Around 25 
people attended.

Table 10 Community survey - Facilities that 
respondents would like to have

Table 9 Community survey - concerns about 
leisure and green space
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Figure 11 Consultation ideas. Green spaces audited and potential for improved walking and cycling links, 
Quiet Lanes, boulevards and pedestrian and cycle improvements

Green spaces

ref Name
Size 
ha.

1 Old Rd Nature Reserve 0.4
2 Hillfort school 1.18
3 Lanchard Woods 2.47
4 Pound Dean play area 0.08
5 New Road paddocks 3.89
6 Thorn Park 0.47
7 Westbourne Gds 0.42
8 Varley Ln bowling grn 0.29
9 Lanchard Cemetery 0.7
10 Rapsons rec 0.33
11 Trevillis Pk OS/Station Rd 0.08
12 Trevillis Pk OS - N 0.1
13 Trevillis Pk OS - S 0.18
14 Sungirt woods 2.95
15 Pound St bench 0.01
16 Smiths Cottages 0.03
17 Castle Pk 2.65
18 Castle St OS 0.11
19 St Martins Churchyard 1.37
20 Pengover Park OS 0.05
21 St Martins School 0.76
22 Plymouth Rd woodland 0.59
23 Charter Way/Tencreek woodland 4.08
24 Boveway Lane OS 0.59
25 Charter Way/ Catchfrench Crec woodland 1.31
26 Carnclaze Close 0.03
27 Hanson Rd OS 0.04
28 Kilmar Rd OS 0.03
29 Pengover Rd allotments 0.4
30 Clemo Rd tempy OS 0.34
31 Liskeard School & Comm Coll 4.88
32 Luxstowe Parc Sports field private 3.64
33 Luxstowe Tennis courts 0.14
34 Culverland Play area 0.06
35 Wrey Ave OS 0.19
36 Trevecca Cemetery 0.45
37 Culverland Rd rugby practice pitch 1.25
38 Eastern Ave OS 0.09
39 Catchfrench Cresc OS 0.05
40 Jago Close OS 0.03
41 Dennis Rd/Courtney Rd OS 0.15
10A Manley Rd substation 0.01
10AA Rapsons MUGA 0.2
8A Liskerret Community Garden 0.17

total 37.24

Possible new 
Roundbury Parc

KEY

improved public realm

play area

parish boundary

Liskeard Neighbourhood Plan Open Spaces and Leisure Working Group 22/4/2015

Bay Tree HillDean St/ Windsor Place/ 
Barras St junction
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based on Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright 2013 All rights reserved. David Orr Consulting Licence number LAN1000837
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Key Evidence - SWOT Analysis
The Working Group agreed the following strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and strengths 
were relevant to Open Space and Leisure assets in Liskeard. 
Table 4 SWOT analysis by Open Space and Leisure working group, 2015

Strengths 

close to countryside/rural setting easy 
access to countryside Walkers are 
Welcome status World Heritage Site 
nearby designated heritage trail - 
“Caradon Trail” plinth circular walks from 
town 

between moor and coast AGLV on 
doorstep interesting topography/good 
vistas Looe Valley line + main rail line + 
national busses sports clubs and leisure 
centre 

cultural facilities e.g. museum / Liskerrett 
centre / Stuart house / library 

sense of community 

Weaknesses 

safe access / lack of connectivity e.g. 
Charter Way not enough allotments 
(if needed) lack of play equipment 
(swings) wet weather play areas 

lack of teenage facilities family 
entertainment e.g. restaurant, cinema litter 
/ dogs / seagulls 

Opportunities 

Improve connectivity 

transport plan for new developments 

cycle-ways 

community bus 

s 106 / CIL funding 

new developments to enhance / fund 
green spaces 

innovative play equipment 

outdoor / green gym 

cattle market site – culture / leisure 

market our culture and leisure facilities 
better 

more allotments/community gardens/
street trees 

quiet lane status living streets 

Threats 

unfettered development 

housing on edge of town affecting skyline 
views and landscape 

housing taking green space / quality 
farmland lack of funding from 
developments complacency about what 
we have 
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We also asked the same questions to Liskeard School and Community College pupils in April 
2015.
Table 5 SWOT Analysis school students, 2015

Strengths of the present provision 

Good leisure facilities in Lux Park and the 
Sports Club. These are mostly accessible to 
everyone. A good range of sports clubs for 
young people to join. 

Range of parks which have play 
equipment. Westbourne Gardens 

The school. 
Accessibility to the rail network 

Weaknesses of the present provision 

Under-maintained pathways: brambles, 
unsafe (lighting issues for certain pathways 
in town). Lack of pathways between 
certain areas of town. 

Lanes unsafe for walkers because of 
inconsiderate drivers, brambles and thorns 
in hedgerows encroach on road space. 

Parks generally boring, except for toddlers 
and young- er children. Equipment is 
targeted at the very young. No provision 
for teenagers. Lack of social areas for older 
teenagers. 

Poor public transport from the villages into 
the town. 

Opportunities for improvement 

Renovation of parks to make them more 
attractive to all age groups: flowers, better 
equipment. 

Better maintenance of pathways. Continue 
publicising local network of paths to keep 
people off busy lanes or encourage drivers, 
cyclists and walkers to be aware of the 
particular safety issues associated with 
using narrow lanes. Continue development 
of Liskeard as a walking hub. 

A place for youngsters to hang out. 
Perhaps a billiards room. 

Better and more frequent transport links. 

More community events which teenagers 
can be involved in: markets, fairs, parades 
etc 

Town shops staying open on Saturday and 
Wednesday afternoons. 

Threats to improvement 

The southern part of the town being 
cut off. Over population due to housing 
development. 

Small population so no impetus for change. 
Hilly terrain discourages footfall. 

Resistance to change so Liskeard is lagging 
behind other towns. 

A need to find our USP so that we can 
have an edge on other towns. 

Unsympathetic development which leads 
to a lack of essential facilities, e.g. schools, 
shops and surgeries. 
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Figure 12 Figure 18 A surf n turf cycle network idea, linking the Caradon Trail, Round Liskeard Trail and a 
potential Looe Valley Trail

3. Conclusions from the evidence

Having carried out both a desktop analysis of the evidence and a site audit, it was clear that 
there are some fundamental weaknesses in both quantity of provision of open space and 
quality and diversity of open space. There are also low provision of play for all ages and no 
natural play provision.  Consultation results from community surveys also showed key areas 
of concern about provision of play for young children, activity or entertainment facilities for 
teenagers, as well as the need for family recreation/entertainment.

The key messages from analysis of the evidence, audit and consultation are: 

•	 Our open spaces are barely sufficient in area for our town’s present size and we are 
expecting growth in the plan period of another 500-1200 homes. The quality and 
nature of our spaces in very low and our richer spaces such as woodlands and larger 
parks have poor accessibility. We want to conserve our open spaces and focus limited 
resources on enhancing strategic ones.  

•	 People would value making more of our rural hinterland and an opportunity to link up 
our open spaces for lei- sure and recreational walks and cycling.  

•	 The town would ideally provide more leisure opportunities for families, young people 
and for the elderly and less mobile. This may be In the form of indoor soft play, 
cinema or indoor ten pin bowling. The desire reflects a need to provide alternatives to 
passive recreation. Viability of supply is outside the scope of any analysis but previous 
traditional suppliers of these services enquired of in the past have said they would not 
see an economic return on these and the public sector are not able to nor are they 
required to provide them so new ways of enriching our leisure offer in scale with our 
town are required.  

•	 Sports pitches are also part of a package of provision that the town needs to maintain 
active participatory sports and maintain sports club viability. Balancing this with 
provision of quality park space for non-sport users at the same time or when not in use 
as pitches, will need to be accommodated.
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Recognising our neighbourhoods
The opportunity exists to provide high quality recreational and green space as well as 
good leisure provision that fits into a hierarchy of neighbourhood provision (for our five main 
neighbourhoods) and town-wide provision. 

Therefore, the key issues we want to address are set out below with proposals for: 

•	 Parks, natural green spaces and countryside

•	 Public ream and civic spaces

•	 Pedestrian and cycle links and corridors

•	 Play

•	 Sport and leisure

•	 Arts, culture and community activities

•	 Rural amenity and economic sustainability

Figure 13 Roundbury Park would provide new sports 
facilities, park and play amenities and a cycle hub for a 
round Liskeard trail

Figure 14 Neighbourhoods around Liskeard
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Parks and natural green space 
Parks of quality: our audit found many of our parks lacking in the area of cultural resonance, 
provision of facilities for all ages such as places to sit and relax, imaginative planting or natural 
habitats that encourage wildlife. Parks are generally well kept with grass cut and litter usually 
collected. This is the minimum we would expect of public services where funds are tight, 
though at times the lack of attention to development of our parks means little investment 
when situations change. We want to invest in improving a few parks and natural green 
spaces as the primary community spaces, and maintain other spaces at an appropriate level 
of management for their position, access and use. More innovative uses, such as community 
orchards and green burial could be encouraged in appropriate locations.

Natural green spaces accessible to all: We have a good supply of natural green spaces 
around and within the town but their undesignated nature and lack of any positive 
management means they have lacked design, management or investment to provide 
adequate walking and cycling to and from them and within and through them. We want 
to ensure these areas are clearly available for access by residents of all types and ages, be 
safe and convenient whilst recognizing their rural nature and avoiding the urbanizing of their 
features. Spaces should have quality access and should be managed to maintain biodiversity 
and rural character. We want to prioritise those that have public rights of way through them 
or that form natural routes to and from local facilities such as schools, shops etc.  

Proposals

The Working Group propose that the Town Council work with community groups or set 
up a town-wide development trust to help manage parks, open and green spaces. The 
Neighbourhood Plan will designate the list of open spaces in Appendix as Local Green Space 
under para 76-78 of the NPPF. The Plan will seek to achieve:

More diverse parks: Conserve and enhance existing parks. Utilise new gravel paths, mowing 
regimes and natural planting with low-cost native plants, provision of simple timber or granites 
seats, localised community planting/ gardens within parks etc to provide more varied, 
accessible and interesting parks. Enhance provision of amenities and renew and restore tired 
landscapes and facilities.

Key sites: 

• Castle Park, 

• Westbourne Park, 

• Thorn Park and 

• Rapsons green space. 

Richer natural green space:  the intention is to bring greater diversity and lower maintenance 
costs, for example by utilizing gravel paths, mowing regimes and natural planting with low-
cost native plants, provision of simple timber or granites seats, localised community planting/
gardens etc to provide more varied, accessible and interesting facilities.

Key sites: 

• Sungirt woods, 

• Lanchard Woods, 

• Catchfrench Crescent woods. 
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Edible landscapes: Potential to enhance open space with edible planting and create 
community orchards on otherwise barren grass spaces. 

New Park at Roundbury: Provide new sports & multi use park off St Cleer Rd at Roundbury. 
Provide sports pitches, natural play area, native planting, car park, sport changing room with 
pavilion café concession, potentially with cycle hire facility. Floodlighting of sports pitches will 
not be permitted due to proximity to WHS and AGLV. Link to Round Liskeard trail (below). 

Orchards and allotments: Promote health and well-being through community gardens/
orchards/allotments – protecting what we have and extending this provision, especially 
in close proximity to houses with little or no garden space. Look at providing more flexible 
edible spaces and landscapes other than just allotments, diversifying barren grass spaces by 
allowing and promoting community vegetable and fruit planting and community orchards.  

Key sites  

• Pengover allotments  

• Dungarth Road allotment

• Boveway Lane (Maudlin Farm) open space: provide area for community garden and 
orchard. 

• Addington: 2 x 12 half plots with water and access to be provided by developer, to be 
managed by Town Council by agreement.

Other sites at Culverland Road area, Woodgate Lane area and in new development to the 
east of the town such as at Tencreek and Charter Way or other sites that come forward, 
should also include space for community orchards and modern allotment growing space.

Cemeteries and green burial:  Provide for green burial as well as traditional memorial/ burial 
grounds. Our edge of town cemetery at Culverland Road will be required to be designed to 
fit into its rural environment and be constructed using only natural materials such as timber 
and natural stone and shall be  screen planted.  Conserve and enhance the burial grounds 

Figure 15 Castle Park, Liskeard’s largest and most central park.

Figure 16 St Martins Churchyard (left) and 
Trevecca Cemetery (right)
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at Lanchard Cemetery, a site with Commonwealth War Graves and St Martins Church. Both 
have significant heritage assets and mature vegetation. Encourage provision of seating and 
native vegetation planting.  There is green space reserved by Cornwall Council for future 
burial space at Culverland Lane (currently rugby practice pitch).

New open spaces of quality: Open space includes all open space of public value from formal 
sports pitches to open areas within a development, linear corridors and country parks. With 
good access it provides health and recreation benefits to people living and working nearby; 
has a beneficial ecological value as well as being an important part of the landscape 
and setting of built development, and an important component in the achievement of 
sustainable development. 

Figure 17 Is there potential for a community 
use of currently barren mown grass as edible 
landscapes such as orchards or even perhaps 
for growing fruit and vegetables?

Figure 18 Open space in Eastern Avenue 
provide welcome large trees and native 
shrubs, place to play informally and a high 
quality outlook for houses that adds value to 
this area.
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New developments shall supply high quality new open space to the standards in Tables 1 
and 8 in addition to those set out in the Cornwall Local Plan ‘Open Space Strategy for Larger 
Towns in Cornwall Recommendations for future provision standards’ (July 2014).

Table 1 Local open space standards

application standard
Connection, design and 
management

Open space scheme shall incorporate areas of existing on site and off 
site landscape features such as mature woodlands, copses individual 
trees, wildflower meadows and hedgerows, watercourses etc and 
include appropriate new planting. Design should allow for good natural 
surveillance and overlooking, with lighting in appropriate circumstances 
such as a key route to school or workplace. A mechanism for long-term 
management of the developing landscape shall be submitted.

Open space development that encourages and contributes to improving 
the interconnectedness of green spaces, green corridors, significant 
woodlands, vegetation areas and road verges and tree-planted streets, will 
be encouraged.

Housing development open 
spaces

Open spaces should be provided within or adjoining new housing 
development including housing specifically built for the elderly, in 
addition to the play space requirement. Open spaces should ideally be 
created around existing landscape features on the site and connect to 
landscape and green infrastructure off site. They should allow for additional 
landscaping as appropriate. 

Non- housing developments In addition to the standards detailed above, informal open space 
provision will be encouraged as part of business park, retail and large-scale 
commercial developments; this is for the benefit and well being of the 
workforce and also visitors to the site. Any spaces provided should have 
regard to the nature and location of the development.

Exclusions from open space 
standard calculations

Open space must be usable for recreation unless set aside for biodiversity 
reserve. The Appendix E lists the types of green and open space that shall 
not be used to fulfil the open space standard obligations.

Figure 19 Open space in housing areas needs make a far more positive contribution by 
being easily accessible and connected to desire lines, well-overlooked, and sufficiently 
designed as to be usable for appropriate recreational use
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Public Realm and Civic Spaces
Better civic spaces: Pedestrian use of Barras Street in Liskeard has been shown by Cornwall 
Council to have consistently fallen year on year in the past decade whilst traffic levels of 
around 12,500 vehicles a day make it one of the busiest trafficked town centre main streets 
in the county. We want to create a better balance between traffic and other town users, 
improve conditions for walking and cycling in the town, and improve the visual quality of the 
streetscape. 

There are key focal areas within the public realm of Liskeard that have consistently been 
mentioned in surveys as being of concern or causing difficulty to users. These include the 
main junction at Barras St/Dean St/Windsor Place where barriers, footway levels and signage 
are all combining to prevent a good walking or visual environment; and Bay Tree Hill which 
is a natural urban three sided space that is dominated by vehicles although could have far 
more pedestrian priority within it. Other spaces, such as the area fronting the Railway Station, 
could contribute more as an important gateway to the town.

Proposals

Create a high degree of pedestrian priority in key streets in the town centre. Provide quality 
paving, better but reduced signing and further greening of our streets with trees. 

Bay Tree Hill: Carry forward the Caradon saved policy (Lisk 5) on enhancing Bay Tree hill 
with improved traffic flow & extended pedestrian space, public art, seating and (bay) tree 
planting. Utilise historic paving removed from Fore Street in safe areas. 

Dean St/ Barras St shared space: create a shared space junction and remove pedestrian 
barriers and tighten radii of corners. De-clutter, remove guard rail and trief kerbs, provide flush 
surface crossings and rationalise signage. 

Liskeard station gateway: work with rail authorities to enhance public realm and pedestrian 
spaces around station entrances and links between mainline and branch line stations. 
Provide quality signage, tree planting, cycle parking, public seating and trolley friendly 
surfaces. Rationalise disabled parking, kiss ‘n ride, rail staff parking and taxi rank to reduce 
conflicts and promote sense of place for arriving passengers. 

Town centre lighting: provide low energy feature lighting, tree uplighters and permanent fairy 
lighting for trees in town centre. 

Figure 20 Potential to provide a simplified shared space junction at Dean St/ Barras St 
providing better pedestrian and cylce priority whilst allowing good vehicular access to 
continue.  The added benefit is the potential to declutter this junction in the centre of the 
conservation area
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Pedestrian and cycle links and corridors
Excellent access to and links between open spaces: as Liskeard has a series of open spaces 
scattered in valleys and hilltops across the town, the linking of these areas will from an 
important way of being able to enjoy them better as well as providing an important green 
network that will support biodiversity. These linkages may be main roads with space for 
avenue tree planting and space for good cycle lanes, or at times they may be narrow lanes 
with low traffic volumes or alleys that have been built into housing estates. Importantly too 
there are a range of old green lanes such as Sungirt Lane, Lanchard or Boveway Lanes, that 
have become part of the fabric of the town and act as regular public footpaths. The need 

Figure 21 Liskeard’s countryside hinterland has many outstanding attributes that attract walkers, cyclist 
and equestrians. Improving access by connecting public footpaths, creating a Round Liskeard Trail and 
traffic calmed Quiet Lanes will conserve and protect farming and natural habitats and will enhance leisure 
for residents and visitors

Figure 22 Visitors come at all 
seasons to walk, cycle and ride the 
lanes and bridleways. It is a key part 
of local living to be able to access 
our hills and valleys, woods and 
streams.
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is to improve these links as comfortable walking and, where possible, cycling links. Crossing 
points at busy roads need to be provided with traffic islands and drop kerbs, and planting 
improved and managed to enhance their amenity and natural habitats wherever possible. 
As well as the physical ability of local residents to access natural green space it is important 
to address how equitable access to nature is for different socio-economic groups. Emotional 
connectivity, whilst not a spatial plan issue, will be enhanced through better physical linkages.

Proposals

Establish an enhanced network of paths and cycleways (& crossings) to improve connectivity 
between neighbourhoods and facilities around the town & its hinterland, as a central part of 
a sustainable transport policy which values health, safety & leisure. 

Quiet Lanes: Establish an enhanced network of paths and cycleways (and road crossings) 
to improve connectivity between neighbourhoods and facilities around the town & its 
hinterland, as a central part of a sustainable transport policy which values health, safety & 
leisure. 

Caradon Trail: Protect the official waymarked Caradon Trail as a physical link between 
Liskeard and the World Heritage mining site, by establishing quiet lane or similar status, 
enhancing both the safety and tranquility of this popular green corridor. Build on this & other 
new and planned cycling/walking routes, along with the town’s ‘walkers are welcome’ status 
to boost footfall & the leisure economy. 

Round Liskeard Trail: Provide for a new round Liskeard trail that utilises the quiet lanes, the WHS 
Liskeard Caradon Rail track and public footpath network. This will use the network of public 
and permissive footpaths to from hub and spoke connections. The route of the WHS rail track 
shall be conserved from development either on it or within its setting.

Wider network connection: Connect the Caradon Trail (a Cornwall Council designated 
Heritage Trail) and new Round Liskeard Trail to the proposed new Looe Valley Canal cycle 
trail. These trails form important green corridors and the tranquillity and landscape setting are 
key to their attractiveness as recreational and tourism facilities.

Green Avenues: enhance Greenbank Road and Plymouth Road where there are wide 
verges with avenue tree planting. 

Pedestrian improvements to busy streets: Provide more pedestrian crossing islands to main 
arterial traffic routes into Liskeard especially where fast traffic conflicts with pedestrian desire 
lines. Provide footways where none provided e.g. at Charter Way and improved crossing 
facilities at Morrisons and Aldi’s. Other places in the town that have got by with no footways 
should be assessed for safety and proper footways provided even where it may require some 
shuttle working of traffic. There are numerous examples but these might include Dean St/New 
Road at Dean Hill junction, Turnpike Place opposite Trevillis Park etc., and many others. 

Key projects within such an approach could be:

•	 Quiet lanes  

•	 Round Liskeard trail  

•	 Safe road crossings for trails and public footpaths on main traffic arteries in and out of 
Liskeard.  

Many of the recommendations above relate to the highway environment and we should 
therefore encourage Cornwall Council to put in place a Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan for Liskeard that aligns with these proposals under the provisions of the 
National Cycling and Walking Strategy. 



31

Liskeard Open Space and Leisure strategy, 2016

Play
Quality play provision based on neighbourhood access: our equipped play provision in the 
town should reflect neighbourhood accessibility and provision across age groups. Rapson’s 
park provides basic young teenage play and skate ramp but needs additional investment 
to improve natural surveillance, safe access (currently through a car park) and landscape 
design. The children play area at Castle Park needs significant improvement. Carnclaze 
Close, Trevecca and Thorn Park are well equipped though require more family seating and 
better disabled access. A new play area is planned in the new Addington development. 
There are other local Areas for Play around the town for doorstep use by toddlers but they are 
not to be considered strategic play areas. We also wish to provide areas for natural play that 
allow children to create dens and mazes, construct willow domes and arches, dig mud pits 
or create steeping stone or balance log paths. Making accessible and managed woodland 
spaces in the town such as at Sungirt, Lanchard and Catchfrench Crescent woods could 
provide more play at reasonable cost. A rural edge of town play area with good parking 
access would be highly valued by families.

Proposals

Our play strategy is to provide for our five neighbourhoods each with an appropriate mix of  
equipped areas for play and multi-use games areas MUGAs or skateboard facilities for young 
people. (The new Addington development is creating new provision to meet OS Strategy 
standards). 

Play equipment in parks and green spaces will retain and enhance the facilities provided for 
young people of all ages, through developer contributions and fully funded management 
agreements, or where feasible, appropriate grant funding. Natural play facilities will be 
provided and encouraged in natural green spaces. 

Table 2 Application of Quantity Benchmark Guidelines – Equipped/Designated Play Space

Scale of 
Development 

Local Area for 
Play (LAP)

Locally 
Equipped Area 
for Play (LEAP)

Neighbourhood 
Equipped Area 
for Play (NEAP)

Multi Use 
Games Area 
(MUGA)

5-10 dwellings √
10–200 dwellings √ √ Contribution
201–500 dwellings √ √ Contribution √
501+ dwellings √ √ √ √

 

Figure 23 Providing quality traditionally equipped and natural play
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Table 3 Minimum play sizes and walking distance

Play space type Walking distance Minimum sizes Minimum dimensions Buffer zones
LAP 100m 0.01ha 10x10 metres 

(minimum activity 
zone of 100sqm)

5m minumum separation 
between activity zone 
and the boundary of 
dwellings

LEAP 400m 0.04ha 20x20 metres 
(minimum activity 
zone of 400sqm)

20m minumum 
separation between 
activity zone and the 
habitable room façade 
of dwellings

NEAP 1,000m 0.1ha 31.6x31.6 metres 
(minimum activity 
zone of 1,000sqm 
comprising an area 
for play equipment 
and structures & a 
hard surfaced area 
of at least 465sqm 
(the minimum 
needed to play five-
a-side football))

30m minumum 
separation between 
activity zone and the 
boundary of dwellings

Direct, convenient and safe pedestrian access should be provide to areas for Natural Play 
that meet the Fields in Trust Guideline Informal Open Space benchmarks. 

Key sites 

• Sungirt woods, Lanchard Woods and new Roundbury Park for natural play.  

• NEAPS at Castle Park, Thorn Park, Rapsons Park along with youth provision at 
Roundbury Park.  

Sports and Leisure
Sport and leisure facilities of quality and suitable for all: our sports facilities provide for the 
town and the surrounding hinterland of south east Cornwall including some sports clubs from 
Looe. Lux Parc Leisure Centre is an indoor facility with 30,000 visits a month, with swimming 
pool, fitness suite, indoor bowls hall, aerobiking facility and dance studio. There is a multi-
purpose/function room and café. 

The sports hall is shared with adjoining Liskeard School & Community College whilst the school 
shares one all-weather floodlit pitch with the Leisure Centre. Tennis courts in the school are not 
in community use. Liskeard and District Sports Association is a sports association of football, 
rugby, running and cricket clubs manage the changing room/club building. The rugby, 
cricket and soccer pitches and two tennis courts are privately managed by the clubs. 

The sports hall is used for soft play on two mornings a week. 

Figure 24 Rapsons Open Space multi 
use games area is the town’s main youth 
play provision and will need continued 
investment. The north of the town will 
need additional provision as growth takes 
place, and a new Roundbury Park will be 
able to be used for this.
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There is a practice rugby pitch in Culverland Lane leased by the rugby club. 

There is a perceived shortage by the leisure centre of some of natural playing pitches (as 
rugby and football clubs have to use school pitches) and space has been allocated in the 
Local Plan saved policy ALT15 for playing fields at Roundbury, on the St Cleer Road. The view 
of the leisure centre is this facility might provide playing pitches and running track as well as 
leisure facilities such as a cycling hub, play area, car parking and changing rooms/café, all in 
a naturally landscaped park that should blend into the countryside. 

Proposals 

Roundbury
Protect and retain Caradon Policy Alt15 (and S106 Agreements currently related to this) for 
land for recreational use off St Cleer Road for  ‘playing fields, play areas, public open spaces 
and ancillary buildings’. There is potential to create new circular cycle/walking routes from 
this hub site around the town [See also ‘Parks and Green Space’ above]

Lux Park
Protect our Leisure Centre at Lux Park and permit further development of built leisure and 
entertainment facilities, such as cinema, bowling alley, soft-play area, multi use games space, 
providing they are both viable and sustainable. 

Lux Park Leisure Centre 
 

 
 

Town Liskeard 
Facilities  

• Leisure Pool including: 25m pool, 
40m flume, splash pool, learner 
pool, and health suite (sauna, spa, 
and steam room). 

• Astro Turf Pitch. Jointly 
managed with Liskeard 
Comprehensive School. 

• 4 court sports hall • Multi Purpose Room 
• Indoor Bowling green • Members Changing Rooms (2) 
• Fitness suite (55 stations) • Westside changing rooms (2) 
• Restaurant • Exercise studio 
• Squash Courts (2). Managed on 

behalf of sports association. 
• Tennis Courts (2). Managed 

on behalf of tennis club. 
Age of Facility 24 years 

Other site issues There are currently no major issues to report 
regarding this site. 

Title information 
Title number: CL220762 (includes external sports pitches currently leased 
   to Trustees of Liskeard & District Sports Association for 99 
   years from 1/4/78) 
Freehold owner: Cornwall Council 
Other:  The car parking area included in the Lease to TLDSA does not 
   include the right to use it for the Leisure Centre. 
Estimated Maintenance Backlog Costs 
Total Estimated Costs Essential costs Desirable / long term 

costs 
Estimated cost @ £1,8M 79% 21% 

 

Figure 25 Lux Park leisure centre and the surrounding sports grounds (leased to LDSA) will be retained as 
a community sports and leisure facility for the district. Continued shared use of artificial turf pitches with 
Liskeard School will be encouraged. (Image left: Cornwall Council)
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Arts, Culture and Community Activity
Non sport leisure and other cultural provision, whether for arts or performance, conferences 
or presentation, is provided in general purpose buildings such as Liskerrett Community 
Centre and the Public Hall in the town. These facilities also provide a venue for several 
important community-based social activities, such as Liskeard Breathers and the WI Market. 
However the buildings tend to be inflexible and are largely difficult to access for disabled 
users. The school provides halls for hire though these are again difficult to provide full public 
access to when during school terms. There is little ability to provide for relaxed or boutique 
entertainment or leisure activities such as pop up cinema, theatre in the round, conferencing 
with modern facilities for business use, or for quality exhibition space. 

There is potential with land aggregation and public property rationalisation to combine or 
share public and community uses in a multi-purpose type building in the town centre that 
would provide a communal arts and cultural hub, adaptable for theatre, conferences, 
community and office use.

Proposals

Cattle market hub – ‘The Shed’: a shared community space in cattle market for leisure, 
cultural and community based social activities that might also house civic offices. Allows for 
disposal of hard to use assets and provides a public-community shared facility with more 
adaptable and exible space with lower running costs and higher revenue capacity. 

Party in the park: potential for Sungirt woods, Castle Park and/or Westbourne Park to provide 
for contemporary live summer music podium and associated utilities and facilities. 

Figure 26 Explorations of ideas 
for mixed use cultural leisure/ 
meeting space developments 
that might add flexible high 
quality space that could be 
used for meetings, performance 
events, gallery space, office and 
business conferencing.
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Indoor leisure: there is some demand evident for high quality indoor leisure such as bowling 
and soft play for young children. These activities are largely market driven and the plan will 
seek to approve such facilities if they are brought by developers as long as they are designed 
in a way that integrates them into the built environment and are well linked by pedestrian 
and cycle access routes to all town neighbourhoods. 

Rural amenity and economic sustainability
We also see the need for open space and leisure to make a contribution to other 
initiatives, for example supporting the growth of rural sustainable tourism and promoting the 
understanding of the environment amongst its users.

Countryside landscapes and heritage landscapes: to the west and north of the town lies the 
locally cherished landscape including the World Heritage Site Liskeard & Caradon railway 
track-bed and Lady Park/Old Park valley with its associated Ducal deer park, and the 
historically significant Moorswater valley. The plantation of High Woods with the old railway 
bed and Ancient Woodland remnants is also a valuable local asset.  In addition the Dark Skies 
project area on Bodmin Moor extends into the north of the town.  We value the contribution 
of these important landscapes and their character to the distinctiveness of Liskeard and want 
to ensure they are retained, respected and enhanced. 

Part of the northern countryside hinterland to the town is designated Area of Great 
Landscape Value as it forms the boundary to the Bodmin Moor AONB. However This 
landscape is of equal and sometimes superior quality to the already designated areas north 
from Treworgey to St Cleer. 

Figure 27 Liskeard’s heritage assets add to the countryside setting of the town

Figure 28 The potential for more choice in indoor leisure has been a regular community aspiration
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The Seaton River valley at Stonebridge and Bodgara Mill may also be open to consideration 
but the east side is already despoiled by industrial and housing development and much 
of the area is outside Liskeard in Menheniot parish. The Seaton Valley will need continued 
vigilance to avoid its further damage by inappropriate development. To the south the 
industrial heritage of Moorswater and its mill, viaduct, canal and lime kiln remains make an 
important contribution to the character of this edge of the town.

The settings of World Heritage Sites are recognised as making a fundamental contribution to 
their Outstanding Universal Value and the agreed or draft Statement of Outstanding Universal 
Value is an essential reference document when considering development affecting the 
setting of a World Heritage Site.

The UNESCO Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention (UNESCO 2008) recommends a buffer zone for the purposes of effective 
protection of the nominated property. Paragraph 104 of the Guidelines defies a buffer 
zone as: ‘an area surrounding the nominated property which has complementary legal 
and/or customary restrictions placed on its use and development to give an added layer 
of protection to the property. This should include the immediate setting of the nominated 
property, important views and other areas or attributes that are functionally important as a 
support to the property and its protection’. The buffer zone, which the Guidelines require to 
be mapped as part of the nomination process, will always be less extensive than the setting 
of a World Heritage Site.

Proposals

Countryside and heritage landscapes:  Conserve our rural amenity by building on our 
designated historic landscape character to the north/west of the town by extending the 
Area of Great Landscape Value to encompass the World Heritage Site Liskeard & Caradon 
railway track-bed and Lady Park/Old Park valley with its associated Ducal deer park. 

Figure 29 Proposed Area of Great Landscape Value extension
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Figure 30 Boundary of Bodmin Moor Dark Sky 
Park proposal in Liskeard area.

Dark skies, flood and security lighting: Recognise our rural hinterland and close proximity 
to Bodmin Moor and the Dark Sky Park initiative by permitting only sustainable street lights, 
encouraging steps to reduce light pollution through using low impact full cut-off sports 
floodlighting to enhance our “dark skies” so as not to impinge on open countryside.

Figure 31 Lighting overspill can have a direct and indirect impact on the dark skies, not just of Bodmin Moor 
but also other rural, some of which are also designated Areas of Great Landscape Value.
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4. Strategic Overview – Vision/Aims & Objectives

This section sets out our strategy for our opens spaces, parks and natural green.

Open Spaces and Leisure Strategy Working Group Vision Statement

The evidence we have collected suggests to us that the vision should be that 

<< Liskeard will be a place that promotes the health 
and well-being of all its community by protecting, 
conserving and enhancing its green spaces, 
connectivity and leisure facilities >>

Objectives 
The objectives of the Open Space and Leisure plan strategy are to: 

Open spaces 

• protect/conserve and enhance green spaces within the town for the benefit and 
good health of all ages with particular emphasis on children’s play and adult 
relaxation  

• enhance access within the town centre for pedestrians through use of shared surfaces 
(e.g. Barras St/The Parade)  

• encourage the creation of new green spaces (formal and informal) through conditions 
applied to planning approvals  

• protect and enhance the character of the surrounding countryside  

• make provision for enhanced connectivity throughout the town and into the near 
countryside by facilitating safe access to walkers, cyclists, horse-riders and others by 
designation of footpaths, bridleways, trails, quiet lanes and green corridors  

• conserve and enhance designated landscapes, heritage assets and areas of local 
significance, including Local Plan objectives relating to the World Heritage Mining area  

Leisure  
• support the enhancement of community leisure facilities in and around the town 

through protection of existing sites, and allocation of land for additional ones  

• provide for greater access to formal sports facilities through multi-functional use of 
existing pitches/spaces and developer led provision of additional space  

• Through addition of additional mix of leisure and community facilities in the town, 
improve Liskeard as a destination for locals and visitors  to support the local economy 
and increase footfall  through provision of a network of well publicised walks, trails, and 
formal leisure facilities, and so promoting footfall and leisure businesses in and around 
the town  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Table 6 Open space objective achievement

Objective Achieved by Actions
1. Protect/conserve and 
enhance green spaces 
within the town for the 
benefit and good health 
of all ages with particular 
emphasis on children’s play 
and adult recreation

Designating a list of open spaces as local green 
space (NPPF 76-78)

Using s106 and CIL to conserve and enhance 
Westbourne Gardens, Castle Park and other key 
sites*

Providing equipped play areas for the five 
neighbourhood areas** - NEAP’s and MUGA’s*** – 
play strategy as above

Create and conserve new green spaces as part of 
development and as ancillary to new growth of the 
town

Enhance existing green spaces

Policy OSL1

Implementation Policy on 
s106 

Policy OSL3

Policy OSL2

Project 1&2

2. Enhance access within the 
town centre for pedestrians

Use of shared surfaces e.g. (Dean St/Barras St/The 
Parade)

Bay Tree Hill re-modelling-(Caradon saved policy)

Liskeard Station gateway, enhancement of public 
realm, signage

Improved pedestrian crossings, signage, street trees

Promoting better access for disabled (TC obj)

Policy OSL5

Policy OSL5

Policy OSL5

Policy OSL5 & Design 
Guidance

Policy OSL5 & Design 
Guidance

3. Encourage the creation 
of new green spaces (formal 
and informal)

Applying conditions to planning approvals

Providing new sports and multi-use park off St Cleer 
Rd at Roundbury

Conserve existing and extend provision of orchards 
and allotments through developer contributions

CLP Policy & OSL13

Policy OSL8

Policy OSL12

4. Protect and enhance the 
character of the surrounding 
countryside

Conserving and enhancing designated landscapes, 
heritage assets and areas of local significance, 
that are valued for their tranquillity, views and 
contribution to health and well-being

Promoting the use of low-impact lighting into our 
countryside in support of a dark skies objective (plus 
sustainable low-energy lighting within the town)

Fulfilling and enhancing [Local Plan objectives] 
relating to the World Heritage Mining area

Extend of AGLV  to provide stronger protection for 
valued and heritage landscapes

Policy OSL4 & OSL6

Policy OSL11

Policy OSL4 & OSL6

Policy OSL4

5. Make provision for 
enhanced connectivity 
throughout the town and 
into the near countryside

Facilitating safe access for walkers, cyclists, horse-
riders & others including crossings

Designation of footpaths, bridleways, trails, quiet 
lanes and green corridors

Protecting and enhancing designated trails 
(Caradon Trail) and supporting creation of new ones 
(Round Liskeard Trail, Looe Valley Trail), as part of 
leisure and sustainable transport strategies

Policy OSL7 & OSL5

Policy OSL7, Project 3 & 8,  
and project support

Policy OSL6 and OSL7
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Table 7 Table 5 Leisure objective achievement

Objective Achieved by Actions
6. Support the enhancement of 
community leisure facilities in and 
around the town 

protection of existing sites, and 
allocation of land for additional ones

developing Cattle market hub ‘the 
Shed’ as part of overall redevelopment 
of site$

enhancing orchards and allotments

supporting indoor soft play/bowling

supporting events/live music in 
Westbourne Gardens, Castle Park and 
Sungirt Woods

Policy OSL1 & OSL10

TC Policy

Policy OSL1 and OSL12

Policy OSL10

Project 1

7. encourage greater access to 
sports facilities 

encourage multi-functional use of 
existing pitches/spaces and developer 
led provision of additional space (e.g. 
Roundbury)

Policy OSL8 & OSL9, Project 7

8. Promote Liskeard as a 
destination for locals and visitors  
to support the local economy and 
increase footfall

well-publicised walks & trails  as well as 
marketing formal leisure facilities

promoting designated trails (Caradon 
Trail, Liskeard Caradon Rail track World 
Heritage Site and Looe Valley cycle 
trail) 

creating new trails (Round Liskeard Trail, 
Looe to Liskeard Trail)

Project 6

Policy OSL6, Projects 3, 4 & 6

Policy OSL6 and OSL7

* Sungirt woodlands, Lanchard woods, Catchfrench Crescent woods
** see Fig 16, p 19
*** Castle Park, Thorn Park, Rapsons Field
$  Cattle Market Project
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5. Policy and Projects 

Policy (NOTE: Policy numbers given below are for convenience of reference within this document and do not 
directly ransfer to Policy references in the Neighbourhood Development Plan)

Policy OSL1 – Designation of Local Green Spaces to conserve and enhance spaces 
for greater use

The Neighbourhood Plan designates the following locations as Local Green Spaces (as shown 
on the Proposals Map Figure 32). 

Table 6 OSL1 schedule of Local Green Spaces

OS ref Name

1 Old Rd Nature Reserve
3 Lanchard Woods
4 Pound Dean play area
5 New Road paddocks
6 Thorn Park
7 Westbourne Gds
8 Varley Ln bowling green
9 Lanchard Cemetery
10 Rapsons Open Space
11 Trevillis Pk OS/Station Rd
12 Trevillis Pk OS – N
13 Trevillis Pk OS – S
14 Sungirt woods
15 Pound Street OS
16 Smiths Cottages OS
17 Castle Park
18 Castle St OS
19 St Martins Churchyard
20 Pengover Park OS
21 St Martins School paying fields
22 Plymouth Rd woodland
23 Charter Way/Tencreek woodland
24 Boveway Lane (Maudlin Farm)/Carthew Close OS
25 Charter Way/ Catchfrench Crec woodland
26 Carnclaze Close play area
27 Hanson Rd OS
29 Pengover Rd allotments
32 Luxstowe Parc Sports fields
33 Luxstowe Tennis courts and OS
34 Culverland Play area
35 Wrey Ave OS
36 Trevecca Cemetery
37 Culverland Rd rugby practice pitch
38 Eastern Ave OS
39 Catchfrench Cresc OS
40 Jago Close OS
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OS ref Name

41 Dennis Rd/Courtney Rd OS
10AA Rapsons MUGA
43 Quaker Cemetery, Trevecca
44 Dungarth Rd alltoments
ALT15 Roundbury Parc

These areas are of particular importance to the local community and fulfil the requirements 
of the NPPF in that each green space:

• is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;

• is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, 
for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including 
as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and

• concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.

Policy OSL2  - Conservation, enhancement and creation of Local Green Spaces and 
other parks and green spaces to accommodate growth

No development will be permitted within the Local Green Spaces listed in Policy OSL1 and 
shown on the Local Green Spaces Proposals Map if it would impair the effectiveness of the 
site in serving one or more of the following purposes: 

•	 providing a resource for formal and informal recreation and/or a venue for formal 
events;

•	 forming a green foreground or background which is important to the character of 
Liskeard’s setting; 

•	 helping to preserve the cherished views of the town centre, or of individual buildings or 
groups of buildings, or of the surrounding rural and heritage landscapes from within the 
town; 

•	 providing areas of rural tranquillity which surround or penetrate the built-up area of 
Liskeard and helps to maintain the relationship between the town and surrounding 
countryside; 

•	 contributing to the character and visual setting of the town by their open nature

•	 conserving biodiversity, ecological assets, vegetation, watercourses and other 
landscape features important to the local community

Where appropriate, investment through planning obligations related to developments 
which bring additional population to Liskeard will be directed towards the maintenance, 
conservation and enhancement of the key existing public parks at Westbourne Gardens, 
Castle Park, Thorn Park and Rapsons Open Space, and improved access and facilities at 
natural spaces Catchfrench Crescent Woods,  Sungirt Woods, Lanchard Woods.  

The intention will be to bring greater diversity and lower maintenance costs, for example 
by utilizing gravel paths, mowing regimes and natural planting with low-cost native plants, 
provision of simple timber or granites seats, localised community planting/gardens etc to 
provide more varied, accessible and interesting facilities.



43

Liskeard Open Space and Leisure strategy, 2016

Policy OSL3 – Play provision in neighbourhood areas

The Neighbourhood Plan supports the provision of Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for 
Play (NEAPS) at Castle Park, Thorn Park and Rapsons Park, and of ‘natural play facilities’ at 
Sungirt woods, Lanchard Woods and ALT15 Roundbury Park.  Where appropriate, investment 
through planning obligations related to developments which bring additional population to 
Liskeard will be directed towards the maintenance, conservation and enhancement of these 
facilities.

New housing or mixed use developments shall provide equipped formal and natural play in 
accordance with Tables 1 and 2 or provide contributions towards facilities as set out in order 
to provide each of the five neighbourhoods (Figure 35) in the town with a range of equipped 
and natural play across all age ranges.  Only family dwellings of two or more bedrooms will 
be required to contribute to the provision of Children’s Play Space. 

NEAPS are also required within the mixed-use urban extensions to be provided at Addington, 
Tencreek and Charter Way (Policy H2A & B).

Figure 32 Local Green Spaces Proposals Map



44

Liskeard Open Space and Leisure strategy, 2016

Policy OSL4 –  Extension of the Area of Great Landscape Value

An extended boundary to the Area of Great Landscape Value is defined on Figure 29. Within 
the area enclosed by that boundary, retained Caradon Local Plan CL9 will apply* and 
proposals to create greater recreational linkages in the form of permissive paths connecting 
to the existing network of paths and bridleways, signage and interpretive material will be 
required.

*Retained Policy CL9: ‘Proposed development in the Areas of Great Landscape Value 

Figure 33 Play Areas shall be located in areas with low provision and to provide access from a 
neighbourhood catchment basis. A hierarchy of play areas will be arranged to avoid large numbers of small 
LAP sites in one area.

Figure 34 Play Area 
neighbourhoods
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identified on the Proposals Map will not be permitted if it would materially harm the character 
of the particular area and if it does not closely reflect the traditional building styles and local 
materials, or the characteristic pattern of land use, landscape, vegetation and settlement, in 
the particular area’. 

Policy OSL5 – Public Realm access and circulation improvements

Schemes to enhance the public realm for pedestrian comfort, improved convenience of 
access and connectivity, including improved access for mobility impaired users through 
improved surfaces, level changes, handrails etc, quality signage, tree planting, cycle parking, 
public seating and trolley friendly surfaces will be implemented. The main focus will be on:

I. The Dean St/Barras St/Windsor Place junction with barrier free pedestrian-prioritised 
design linking in with the existing Dean St civic space

II. Bay Tree Hill – in accordance with retained policy LISK56 (with possible timed road 
closures)

III. Liskeard Railway Station (including links between mainline and branch line stations) 
with disabled parking, kiss ‘n ride, rail staff parking and taxi rank to reduce conflicts 
and promote sense of place for arriving passengers.

IV. Conserve and enhance The Parade as civic space.

Where appropriate, investment through planning obligations related to developments 
which bring additional population and traffic to Liskeard will be directed towards these 
improvements.

6 A phased scheme to improve the appearance and reduce the current confusion in the road system will be 
implemented in the Bay Tree Hill area; including closing sections of road and providing paved areas with seats and trees. 

Figure 35 Public realm and civic Spaces
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Policy  OSL6 – Route of Caradon Trail, Liskeard Caradon railway World Heritage Site 
and Looe Valley cycle trail

I. Development which would adversely impact on the route and setting of the 
Caradon Trail and proposed Looe Valley cycle trail, in terms of its location, functional 
connection, appearance, heritage value and interpretation, and the safety of 
pedestrian and cyclist users, will not be permitted.

II. Development on or adjacent the Liskeard Caradon railway line designated WHS will 
not be permitted unless it conserves and enhances the asset, its setting and landscape 
context. Full heritage impact assessment will be required for any development in the 
WHS buffer zone.

Policy OSL7 – Pedestrian, equestrian and cycle links and corridors

Any new development must include proposals that provide or support facilities that form part 
of the strategic pedestrian, equestrian and cycle network for Liskeard  (Figure 37) in order to: 

I. create new and improve existing walking, equestrian and cycling connections where 
routes are disjointed, enhance surfaces, and create safe priority road crossings and/or 
inline highway routes;

II. create new designated footpaths, bridleways and cycle paths to improve the 
movement network for these modes and enhance permeability; and

III. create direct and safe routes to schools, town centre and neighbourhood facilities

IV. provide linkages or safe road crossings between parts of existing or proposed routes

V. enhance the function and appearance of designated Quiet Lanes

Where appropriate, investment through planning obligations related to developments which 
bring additional population to Liskeard will be directed towards new or improved pedestrian 
and cycle links and corridors that form part of this network.

Figure 36 Round Liskeard trail
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Development which would adversely impact on the route and setting of the Round Liskeard 
Trail and links to Caradon and Looe Valley cycle trail, in terms of its location, functional 
connection, appearance, heritage value and interpretation, and the safety of pedestrian 
and cyclist users, will be not be permitted.

Policy OSL8 – Meeting the communities need for sports and leisure

Approximately 8.8 hectares of land adjacent to St Cleer Road and identified on the Proposals 
Map is allocated for open recreational use. Land use will comprise playing fields, play areas, 
public open space, and ancillary buildings such as changing rooms, cycle hire shop, café 
and shelters. 

In addition, parkland and natural areas will be provided in the mixed-use urban extensions to 
be provided at Addington (3.08ha), Tencreek  (4.1ha) and Charter Way (4.8ha) (Policy H2A & 
B), and as part of the employment Land Allocation on land east of Charter Way (Policy EM1)

Where appropriate, investment through planning obligations related to developments which 
bring additional population to Liskeard will be directed towards the creation of this new park 
with sport and leisure facilities at ALT 15 Roundbury Park, St Cleer Road.

Policy OSL9 – Protection of existing sports and leisure facilities

The loss of existing community, sport, leisure and recreational facilities will be not be 
permitted, unless replacement facilities of at least equivalent value in terms of quality, 
accessibility and cost are provided and fully commissioned to the satisfaction of the Planning 
Authority before the existing facilities are closed.

Policy OSL10 – Provision of additional cultural, community, arts and recreational 
facilities

The inclusion of new community facilities in new developments and redevelopments within 
the Town Centre, in particular facilities that provide for  cinema, high quality indoor leisure 

Figure 37 Pedestrian, equestrian and cycle corridors and strategic network



48

Liskeard Open Space and Leisure strategy, 2016

such as bowling and soft play for young children within them will be supported provided that 
they:

I. are designed in a way that integrates them into the historic built environment; 

II. provide for their flexible use as community or other facilities too and 

III. are well linked by public transport and by pedestrian and cycle access routes to all 
town neighbourhoods. 

Where appropriate, investment through planning obligations related to developments which 
bring additional population to Liskeard will be directed towards new cultural, community, arts 
and recreational facilities.

Policy OSL11 – Dark Sky

Street, flood and security lighting will not be permitted that causes light pollution into 
adjoining properties or into the open countryside and full measures will be used to prevent 
overspill lighting into the countryside from any development. Rural edge highway or public 
space lighting shall utilise full cut off luminaires.

Policy OSL12 - Provision of orchards and allotments

Conserve existing allotments at Pengover Road, Dungarth Road and extend provision of 
orchards and allotments through developer contributions at Addington, Boveway Lane 
(Maudlin)/Carthew Close; Charter Way, Tencreek, Woodgate Road and Culverland Road. 

Policy OSL13 New open space and developer contributions

Developers of housing sites (including affordable and starter homes), larger holiday 
accommodation (hotels, caravan parks etc.) and developments that impact upon access to 
public open space will be required to make financial contributions towards the creation and 
maintenance of new and/or the extension and enhancement of existing public open space 
facilities. 

The level of contribution for each site will be determined taking into account Table 8 below. 
On-site open space must be laid out prior to occupation of 75% of dwellings in any phase, 

Figure 38 Areas of interest for new allotments, community orchards and/
or edible open spaces
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and off-site contributions to be paid prior to occupation of 50% of dwellings. 

Where on-site provision is required, the Town Council will seek the option of a commuted capital 
sum to construct the facility. In these circumstances, a serviced site (as appropriate for the facility 
concerned) will be transferred to the Town Council free of charge by the developer.

Types of space that are excluded from meeting open spaces standards are shown in Appendix E.
Table 8 Proposed quantity provision standards for strategic open space in Liskeard

Type Provision to meet 
existing shortfall

Provision to 
meet additional 
requirements from 
population growth

Future quantity 
provision minimal 
standard town-wide 
(m2/person) 

Minimum quantity 
needed for new 
housing (m2/dwell) 

1. Parks and Amenity New ‘Roundbury 
Park’ proposal 
(Policy OSL9 and 
ALT15)

Conserving & 
enhancing our parks 
and green spaces 
to accommodate 
greater use (Policy 
OSL3)

New ‘Roundbury 
Park’ proposal 
(Policy OSL9 and 
ALT15)

Conserving & 
enhancing our parks 
and green spaces 
to accommodate 
greater use (Policy 
OSL3)

Urban boundary 
planting at Tencreek 
and Charter way 
(Policy H2A & B)

8.75 20.13

2. Natural Space New ‘Roundbury 
Park’ proposal 
(Policy OSL9 and 
ALT15)

‘Natural play 
facilities’ at Sungirt 
woods, Lanchard 
Woods and 
Roundbury Park. 
(Policy OSL4)

Urban boundary 
planting at Tencreek 
and Charter way 
(Policy H2A & B)

Buffer land adjoining 
employment land 
allocation, east of 
Charter Way (Policy 
EM1)

15.17 34.89

3. Public sport New ‘Roundbury 
Park’ proposal 
(Policy OSL9 and 
ALT15)

New ‘Roundbury 
Park’ proposal 
(Policy OSL9 and 
ALT15) 

16.3 37.49

4. Children’s 
Equipped Play

Neighbourhood 
Equipped Areas 
for Play (NEAPS) at 
Castle Park, Thorn 
Park and Rapsons 
Park (Policy OSL4) 
and at Addington, 
Tencreek and 
Charter Way (Policy 
H2A & B)

Neighbourhood 
Equipped Areas 
for Play (NEAPS) at 
Castle Park, Thorn 
Park and Rapsons 
Park (Policy OSL4) 
and at Addington, 
Tencreek and 
Charter Way (Policy 
H2A & B)

0.7 1.61
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Type Provision to meet 
existing shortfall

Provision to 
meet additional 
requirements from 
population growth

Future quantity 
provision minimal 
standard town-wide 
(m2/person) 

Minimum quantity 
needed for new 
housing (m2/dwell) 

5. Teen Provision Neighbourhood 
Equipped Areas 
for Play (NEAPS) at 
Castle Park, Thorn 
Park and Rapsons 
Park (Policy OSL4) 
and at Addington, 
Tencreek and 
Charter Way (Policy 
H2A & B)

Neighbourhood 
Equipped Areas 
for Play (NEAPS) at 
Castle Park, Thorn 
Park and Rapsons 
Park (Policy OSL4), 
and at Addington, 
Tencreek and 
Charter Way (Policy 
H2A & B)

0.25 0.57

6. Allotments New allotments 
and/or community 
orchard at Boveway 
Lane (Maudlin)/
Carthew Close, 
Charter Way and 
Culverland Road

New allotments 
and/or community 
orchard at 
Addington, Boveway 
Lane/(Maudlin)/
Carthew Close, 
Charter Way, 
Woodgate Road 
and Culverland 
Road areas

0.75 1.73

7. Cemeteries Adequate 
capacity in the 
existing cemetery; 
future expansion 
space allocated 
on the adjacent 
(temporary) rugby 
practice pitch.

2.09 ~

8. School Pitches 
and clubs

16.3 ~

TOTAL 43.99 ~
TOTAL for 1 - 6 41.92 96.42

Projects 
Project 1 - Parks and Open Space Management Refresh

Set up a town-wide initiative and strategy with action plan to support the positive and 
progressive management of parks and green spaces around the town based on simple 
objectives for open space types and new partnerships. As part of this strategy, review how 
the local authorities can work with community groups to utilise funding to create facilities 
(podium, utilities etc) for ‘Party n the Park’ events/live music in Westbourne Gardens, Castle 
Park and Sungirt Woods.

Project 2 - Town Council Open Space Audit review

Review the 2014 Town Council Open Space Audit & Policy 2014 to identify specific design 
and management proposals for each park and green space, as listed in Policy OSL1. Set 
out a spatial strategy, in partnership with other stakeholders, for the enhancement of their 
relationship to the wider, landscape and heritage and ensuring access connections in this 
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plan are accounted for. Include a landscape and heritage assessment study of the rural 
hinterland

Project 3 - Walking, Equestrian and Cycling Local Infrastructure Plan for Liskeard

Partner with Cornwall Council, Sustrans, Ramblers Association, East Cornwall Riding Club (and 
other relevant bodies  such as Living Streets, Walkers are Welcome, Cornwall Cycle Club etc) 
to prepare a Walking, Equestrian and Cycling Local Infrastructure Plan for Liskeard as Figure 
37, in collaboration with the highway authority, including:

• Quiet lanes – designation and traffic calming

• Caradon Trail

• Round Liskeard Trail

• Connecting the Caradon Trail and new Round Liskeard Trail to a new Looe Valley 
Canal cycle trail. 

• Green Avenues 

• Pedestrian improvements to busy streets

Project 4 - WHS and Heritage Trail setting map

Map the buffer zone of the WHS Liskeard Caradon Rail track and of the green corridors along 
the designated heritage trail of Caradon Trail. This will define the heritage setting of these 
assets.

Project 5 - Allotment and community orchard plan

Enhance community orchards and allotments at Pengover Road, Trevecca Cottages, and 
Dungarth Road.

Create community orchards and allotments at Addngton, Woodgate Road area. Boveway 
Lane (Maudlin Farm)/Carthew Close, Charter Way and Culverland Road area. Identify sites 
for community orchards in the south (Lamellion) of the town.

Project 6 - WHS interpretation and local marketing

Prepare and implement an interpretation strategy to  market, educate and raise awareness 
of the World Heritage Site and related to the heritage assets of the town and surrounding 
countryside. Link this to direction signing and information regarding sustainable movement 
routes for residents and visitors in order to enhance knowledge and appreciation of the 
locality and support the local economy.

Project 7 - Roundbury Park development brief

Prepare a development brief, design and procurement strategy and outline management 
plan for Roundbury Park.

Project 8 - Liskeard Street Design Guide

In partnership with Cornwall Council highways and their contractors/consultants, develop 
a simple design guide/strategy plan for town centre street design and asset management 
in order to conserve the traditional character of our street elements whilst enhancing 
pedestrian, and cycle access that assists the viability and vitality of the town.
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Sustainability Checklist
The objectives and proposed policies set out above have been evaluated against the Sustainability Assessment Criteria of the Cornwall 
Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal, as follows, using the following ‘marking charft’.

Scoring

Negative Neutral Positive

Open Spaces & Leisure Group Sustainability Appraisal 

Impact Score against  Sustainability Appraisal Factors (Drawn from Cornwall Local Plan SA)
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1. conserve and enhance existing green 
spaces within the town for the benefit and 
good health of all ages with particular 
emphasis on children’s play and adult 
recreation
2. Enhance access within the town centre for 
pedestrians 
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Impact Score against  Sustainability Appraisal Factors (Drawn from Cornwall Local Plan SA)
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3. Create  new green spaces in the town 
(formal and informal)
4. Protect and enhance the character of the 
surrounding countryside 
5. Make provision for enhanced connectivity 
throughout the town and into the near 
countryside 
6. enhance community leisure facilities in and 
around the town 
7. Provide for new sports facilities with 
improved access to existing facilities
8. Through enhancement of existing and 
addition of new mix of leisure and community 
facilities in the town, improve Liskeard as a 
destination for locals and visitors  to support 
the local economy and increase footfall
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Impact Score against  Sustainability Appraisal Factors (Drawn from Cornwall 
Local Plan SA)
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Policy OSL1 – Designation of Local Green Spaces
Policy OSL2  - Protection, conservation and 
enhancement of Local Green Spaces 
Policy OSL3 – Play provision in neighbourhood 
areas.
Policy OSL4 –  Extension of the Area of Great 
Landscape Value
Policy OSL5 – Public Realm access and circulation 
improvemen
Policy  OSL6 – Conserve Route of Caradon and 
Looe Valley Trails

Policy OSL7 - Pedestrian and cycle links and 
corridors
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Impact Score against  Sustainability Appraisal Factors (Drawn from Cornwall 
Local Plan SA)
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Policy OSL8 – Meeting the communities need for 
sports and leisure
Policy OSL9 – Protection of existing leisure facilities
Policy OSL10 – Provision of additional recreational 
facilities
Policy OSL11 – Dark Sky
Policy OSL12 – Open space for new development
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Appendices 

APPENDIX A: BRIEF FOR ‘A PLACE TO RELAX AND ENJOY’ (OPEN SPACE AND LEISURE) 
WORKING GROUP
‘Develop options to support a sustainable development strategy for the protection and 
enhancement of open spaces and community facilities: 

Starting points:  There are two distinct parts to this theme for consideration:

A. Green Spaces:

1. Formal – Parks, gardens and places to meet and relax, as well as play areas, 
particularly for very young children

2. Informal – protection and enhancement of immediate countryside and access to 
it including the towns link with the World Heritage Mining Site (Cornwall Local Plan 
objective) making use of quiet lanes, cycle routes and footpaths.

B. Leisure facilities;

1. cinema, bowling, restaurant, museum, library, clubs, indoor soft-play for children 

2. Sport – leisure centre, sports pitches

The outcome should: 

•	 Integrate with the  Cornwall Council Green Space document/Liskeard conservation 
area character appraisal and management plan/Town Council’s ‘Future Policy for 
Open Spaces around Liskeard’ by including proposals to protect and enhance the 
character and accessibility of the natural green spaces in the town and around its 
boundary;

•	 Assess and make provision for the enhancement of the quality of existing open spaces, 
( e.g. the idea of including a site for a high quality play complex);

•	 Assess and make provision for enhanced connectivity through development 
of sustainable cycle and walking routes throughout the town and into the near 
countryside (Cornwall Local Plan objective)

•	 Identify, protect and enhance key leisure and community sites;

•	 Identify, protect and enhance space for events (in liaison with the Town Centre 
Group);

Delivery Activities:  

•	 What do we know? What role can neighbourhood planning have?

•	 What do we have to find out? – what do we already have in place? (Liskeard TC 
policy and audit/Local Plan)

•	 How do NPPF and Local Plan affect the process?

•	 How can green spaces and relevant infrastructure be protected, enhanced or 
created?

•	 How is it financed? What sources of grants exist?

•	 Who owns/manages/maintains formal green spaces within the town?
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•	 What design standards should be applied to facilities and infrastructure?

•	 How can the Neighbourhood Plan influence the provision of property-based/
commercial leisure facilities such as leisure centres/sports pitches/cinema/bowling/
children’s soft-play/cultural centres?

•	 What opportunities will arise from potential devolution of Cornwall Council site/
services?

As part of the work:

•	 Hold engagement sessions with community and industry stakeholders 

•	 Visit and take advice from expert sources and recognised good practice examples

•	 Prepare updates for report to the Neighbourhood Plan Team at its monthly meetings

•	 Prepare a report that makes recommendations on the options for policies and 
proposals that the NP Team and Town Council should consider taking forward [spring 
2015].

Response  categories from Community Engagement (number)

•	 Parks/play areas/gardens/green spaces in town/allotments (63)

•	 Preserve/protect countryside/green spaces (60)

•	 Cinema/restaurant/library/clubs (60)

•	 Sports facilities/leisure centre (23)

•	 Cycling/walking facilities/paths/trails (22)

•	 Developers obligation to provide green spaces (9)

•	 Quiet lanes/by-ways for walking/cycling/dog-walking (4)

•	 Rest areas/seats/quiet areas in town (4)

N.B. Proposals must have regard to economic reality, they must have a planning purpose, 
and be achievable

Recommended policies or proposals can be either specific (a site allocation); controlling (in 
a specific area something will not be permitted; or enabling (developments will be permitted 
under certain conditions)

APPENDIX B: OPEN SPACE TYPES 
1. parks, gardens and civic spaces 

2. natural and semi-natural urban greenspaces 

3. outdoor sports facilities (full public access, including by fee payment) 

4. play and activity space for children 

5. equipped activity space for teenagers 

6. allotments, community gardens, and city (urban) farms; 

7. cemeteries 

8. outdoor sports facilities (no or limited public access) 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For definitions, see Appendix 1 of Open Space Strategy for Larger Towns in Cornwall, 
Recommendations for future provision standards, Cornwall Council, July 20147

Scale types 
Town & parish significant sites (Local) such as large formal parks and destination play areas 
have strategic importance within the towns and contain sufficient facility to potentially 
attract visitors from outside the immediate community. 

Neighbourhood 1 (small) sites have local importance and contain sufficient provision to meet 
the needs of the local community 

Neighbourhood 2 (pocket size) sites are the least equipped or most basic amenity, and 
merely serve residents from the immediate area. 

APPENDIX C: CONSULTATION 17 APRIL 2014 FEEDBACK 
no A B comment
1 C well overdue is a safe walkway/cycle path on Charter Way 
2 C There is one dangerous area on the road from Barras Cross to the town centre - no footpath 
3 C I especially like the quiet lane idea 
4 C like new school routes - totally support anything that makes walking and cycling safer 
5 C stop free car-parking! Stop the obesity! 

6 C to encourage more cycling around the town will make other road users more aware of their 
presence 

7 C other obvious benetit of cycling would hopefully be tourism if properly publicised 

8 C cycle route through Highwood should be designated as a priority to preserve the traditional 
right of way along the old railway 

9 C many of the existing footpaths shown on the map are not presently viable e.g. Bolitho 
cottages to A38 dual carriageway; Looe down to Highwood; Little Gormellick to Polmenna 

10 C definitely would like to see access to Highwood especially from Ladye Valley/Looedown 
which has public footpath but no access to wood 

12 C Footpath from Castle St to St Martins Church gate is neither straight forward nor clear - 
obstructed 

13 C dog-leg in Old Rd to Moorswater should be by-passed for safety for walkers/cyclists 
14 C foot access to Morley Tamblyn/Trevillis House via Trevillis estate or footpath down Lodge Hill 

15 C 
urgent need for footpath access from St Cleer Rd to leisure centre - people used to go 
through football field but that has been prevented - once Dickens Reach is inhabited this 
problem will increase! 

16 C quiet lane concept good - ancient roads that are irrelevant to modern traf c needs could 
be protected for pedestrian use 

17 C Like idea of quiet lane status 

18 C Link footpath that goes behind old cottages at Moorswater (under A38) to bottom of 
Lanchard woods - at moment risk life by walking beside slip road 

19 C the existing footpaths in Liskeard are barely viable but any complaint is not dealt with 
because the are not “gold level” paths 

21 C Duchy woods has a great circular route for horse-riders - we are dependent on it so hope to 
negotiate with new owners 

22 C green lane between Looe Mills and Looedown could be a permissive bridleway thus 
blocking entrance to motor bikes 

23 C Nice if Highwood could be a cycle track for children 
24 C map some cycling leisure routes e.g. 10 miles + café stop (AK in CTC keen to do this) 
25 GS Caradon Trail is a good ‘green corridor’ - would benefit greatly from Quiet Lane status 

26 GS all green spaces are important but we need to make more use of Castle Park - theatre, 
pond, benches, gardens, trees, walks 

27 GS make more use of Westbourne Gardens 
28 GS agree with viewing points - one of the best is looking down the valley from Lux Park 
29 GS viewing points = good idea. Like the idea of Quiet Lane status on Caradon Trail 

30 GS very keen to support possible Area of Great Landscape Value proposal 

31 GS Like the idea of an Area of Great Landscape Value close to the town which is well used by 
a lot of people 

32 GS natural space is important as are useable general parks and amenity space, but they do 
need to be properly maintained 

7 http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/8104587/open-space-strategy-cornwall-towns-2014.pdf



59

Liskeard Open Space and Leisure strategy, 2016

41 R Yes to new park at Roundbury/St Cleer junction 
42 R yes to new park (with quiet route to it) with ponds, cycle track, walks, benches etc. 

43 R creating a new park at Roundbury (St Cleer Rd) would be a great idea for Liskeard. A good 
park area has always been lacking in Liskeard 

44 R Roundbury Park good idea - needs café (+parking of course) 
45 R Roundbury Park - not more pitches - a semi-natural meadow, woodland, pond etc 

46 R Need general leisure green spaces - not high-maintenance sports pitches - already have 
plenty of them 

47 R it would be great to link Liskeard plus edge of countryside and have a safe place for 
families to use. 

48 R if this type of recreation area was developed it would also potentially encourage new 
business to take risks in opening 

49 R Lots of grandparents who look after their grandchildren would love somewhere safe to go 

50 R Roundbury Park - a great idea - would be good to have a trail around the football pitch for 
runners to train on 

51 R Roundbury Park is essential! But competition with Lux Park? 

52 R Roundbury - good to have quality sports pitches for rugby/football, but important to have 
the money long-tem to pay for maintenance 

53 R don’t forget plans school has to develop their at eld into a 4G (all-weather) football/rugby 
pitch (hoping to involve all the town clubs) 

54 R don’t forget dog-walkers 

55 R circular horse-riding on bridleways near Roundbury Parc would be great if you could put up 
‘slow-horses’ signs on Pensilver/Callington Rds 

56 R good idea - park at Roundbury, but youngsters and volunteer leaders are short of pitches 
so think this should have priority 

57 R Liskeard is crying out for spaces for children to safely play and explore - a play area similar 
to Lanhydrock for under-11’s as well as a skate/bike hangout for teens 

58 R a second skate park at Roundbury would be very welcome, also young bikers would love 
an off- road track or two (a la Cardinham) 

59 R New park at Roundbury - it would be great to have some off-road cycle trails like 
Lanhydrock if space, even if on a much smaller scale 

60 S Shared space (without railings) at Barras Place/Dean St junction is strongly supported. Traffic 
is calmed by having no priority over pedestrians. A good proposal 

61 S I think it’s a plan, but this is a really busy junction - how would you ensure traffic slowed and 
pedestrians were safe? 

62 S shared space for pedestrians on the Parade/Barras St. Need to be able to walk across the 
road safely - slow traf c assumes priority for pedestrians 

63 S this depends on nearby affordable parking spaces (we are assuming there would be no 
further out-of-town retail outlets) 

APPENDIX D: COMMENTS FROM WORKING GROUPS JOINT WORKSHOP 29 JULY 2015

Quiet lanes are an excellent idea 

Cattle market concept needs inputting into thinking of property review (CC & local reps) 

Enhance the parks we have e.g. more seating, green gym? Natural play area in Sungirt? Better notice boards/
signage about them. Advertise them better - town website, app, leisure 

Strongly support shared space & removal of railings at Windsor Place/Dean St 

Strongly support curtailing floodlights over sports pitches, for dark skies 

Soft play area indoors? Where could it go? 

What about old people 

Really like multi use spaces 

Like new Liskeard to Looe cycle route 

More to be made of Sungirt. Signage/access 

Parks & allotments/community gardens really needed in East 

Encourage estate agents to make more of countryside when selling houses 

New Friends of Castle Park group will benefit from some of the thinking/consultation that’s gone on 

Like new park for ALL at Roundbury - shouldn’t just be pitches for minority of our community 

Band Stand! (Westbourne Park) 
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Missing - water features (eg Moorswater; Lower Sungirt car parks) 

Bay Tree Hill!! Re-surfacing happening October with lock-down on future work for years, so need to decide this 
strand promptly 

Sport - Major sports - cricket, football, rugby significantly under-provided for. Roundbury area needs much greater 
emphasis 

More affordable leisure provision - low income families can’t afford membership to Lux Park and have low interest 
when it comes to outdoors (still meeting families who have never been to the beach) 

Nature walks/forest schools - what’s it for?

Poor health/obesity is an issue. Accessible green space is great, but needs to be promoted 

Use local arts & crafts to provide artefacts reflecting the locality for display in parks etc. 

Better (legitimate) access to Highwood, including defunct right of way from Looe Down 
The Shed - we have community space (Liskerrett/Greenbank etc) do we need to move on to make better use of 
what we have 
Development of public parks important especially Westbourne not well known 

Links with ‘neighbourhood nodes’ referred to by housing 

Like - less formal playgrounds 

Links to moor - opportunity for enterprise - outdoor education/guided walks - outdoor specialist shops 

Like all the quiet green lane ideas focus on locals, not tourism 

APPENDIX E: EXCLUSIONS FROM OPEN SPACE STANDARDS
Open space must be useable for recreation unless set aside for biodiversity reserve. The Appendix lists the 
types of green and open space that shall not be used to fulfil the open space standard obligations.
• SUDS feature areas used for stormwater attenuation. 
• Water unless it is in the form of a formal water sports lake with associated ancillary facilities and car 
park.
• Outdoor sports, recreational and / or play facilities that are not as a matter of policy and practice 
available for public use on a regular and frequent basis.
• Educational establishments without a guaranteed level of public access and use for the foreseeable 
future. Facilities in educational ownership where community use is secured through written agreement can 
be included.
• Professional sports stadia, private members clubs operating a minimum standard of entry.
• Land used for road side verges and other small (<500m2) green areas, margins to footpaths or 
cycleways or other narrow incidental areas of land.
• Land whose principal purpose is that of a movement corridor and is less than 10m wide.  The only 
exception to this is that part of a movement corridor that passes through an area that is designated in its own 
right as informal open space.
• Private garden space, including the communal grounds of flats, specialist housing for the elderly and 
institutional accommodation.
• Indoor sports halls, leisure centres or health & fitness clubs.
• Commercial entertainment complexes.
• Car parking areas that are not wholly and solely ancillary to an Open Space use.
• Village Hall / community centres where the pavilion use is purely ancillary.
• Golf facilities.
• Allotments (will be sought additionally as a community facility where needed) 
• Water bodies and water based activities, except where they form an interactive feature of a formal 
sports facility with associated ancillary facilities, changing and car parking for water sports.
• Nature reserves or areas of land created and / or managed specifically as part of an approved 
mitigation and/or compensation scheme in order to secure a planning consent.
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• Land which by virtue of its location, accessibility, size, density of vegetation, topography, long term 
condition, sub-standard safety or for any other reason, is not, and cannot be reasonably made, suitable for 
sport, recreation or play by the public.
• Ecology areas where public access is undesirable and discouraged, is created to provide nature 
reserves or where access is impeded by natural conditions.

APPENDIX F: THE WORKING GROUP MEMBERSHIP 
Name Organisation
David Orr Community volunteer 
Malcolm Mort Community volunteer 
Julie Groves Community volunteer 
Jenny Foster Community Volunteer 
Lorna Shrubsole Town Councillor 
Mary Westlake Community volunteer 
Tristram Besterman Community volunteer 
Jasmin Williams Community volunteer 
Lizzie Lay Community volunteer 
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Liskeard Neighbourhood Plan
Open Spaces and Leisure Working Group 2016


