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Terrific Response to Neighbourhood Plan Consultation!

Nearly 600 people in the Liskeard area have given their views on how the Neighbourhood Plan should proceed. Three-quarters of all the surveys returned put Housing as the main theme to be addressed, with the Town Centre, Employment, and Open Space/Leisure close behind. 
“ We received 576 complete surveys as well as many individual comments at events and meetings throughout the community engagement period. This is a fantastic response that gives us a solid base from which we can go forward. We are really grateful to all those who took time to talk to us and fill in the questionnaires.” said James Shrubsole, Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Team. 
“Initial analysis has given a clear picture of the priorities for the plan. Over the next month a deeper review of the many thoughtful comments will help to direct the tasks of the working groups which are now being set up to move the plan ahead.” 
The Neighbourhood Plan Team appreciates the work already done by volunteers, and it is now seeking to recruit more people to join working groups, focusing initially on the four priorities, but also giving opportunities to look at the other themes which include  ‘energy’, ‘getting around’ and ‘heritage’.
“This is a community-led plan, so we would really welcome people who want to make a difference to Liskeard coming forward and getting on board!” said Mr. Shrubsole. “To join us, go to our website (www.planliskeard.co.uk) or leave your details at the Town Council Office (01579 345407) and we’ll get back to you”.

End  10/09/2014



NOTE TO EDITORS
Between April and August the Liskeard Neighbourhood Plan Team embarked on a community awareness and engagement programme in accordance with its Community Engagement Strategy 2014.
The purpose of the programme was to raise community awareness of the benefits of having a Neighbourhood Plan and the process involved, and to identify the key themes which the community of Liskeard consider the Plan should address. 
There was a series of engagement activities, including door-to-door distribution of an introductory leaflet followed by the main survey in the Council’s Town Crier publication. Also a major community engagement event in the Public Hall, visits to many businesses, as well as community organisations (e.g. Age Concern, Carer Groups, Residential Care Homes, faith groups, mother and toddler groups), stalls at community events (e.g. Art Exhibition, Community Cinema club, St Martins School Fete, Liskeard Carnival, Liskeard Show), a Business Breakfast, village hall exhibitions in nearby communities (St Cleer, Dobwalls and East Taphouse), plus a community engagement event outside Morrison’s supermarket, press and local radio items, and letters to service and Infrastructure bodies, minority groups, GP surgeries etc. 
Throughout the period individuals, business and organisations were asked to fill in a questionnaire, or to complete an on-line survey, which asked respondents to identify from a list the four highest priority themes, and to add comments if wished.  Exhibition visitors were also offered the opportunity to comment by using ‘post-it’ notes alongside the display panels.
Some 576 surveys were received, which represents about 6% of the local population, meaning it can be treated as being ‘statistically significant’.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Town Council is aiming for the new Neighbourhood Plan to be completed, consulted on, and published, in 2015.

CONTACT: James Shrubsole (chair Neighbourhood Plan Team) 01579 344620
                    Steve Besford Foster (volunteer project manager)  07786 065245
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